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R E P O R T. 



Thb C0MM1TTEE appointed to enquire into the alleged Increase and 
Extent of Illicit Distillation of Spirits, in Irdand, and into the 
best means for the prevention tl.ereof, and to report their Opinion 
mreupon to The House; and who were empowered to report the 
i n-UTES of the Eviobnce taken before Them ;-Have pursuant to- 
the Order of the House, examined the Matters to them referred; and 
-have agreed to the following R EPO RT : 

yOUE Commit, echave called before Them several Witnesses, whoso cidcrce 

been thou Jhtrr Information as has 

state hatf, “ I ‘I CommUc, beg leave to 

much sfoce thr''" a“‘ ““ '"'^teased very 

mucli Since the suspension and repeal of the laws hu i’- • . ^ 

Vthe am '°”t f' “"’i Stills 

rOagTag .u "7 V’™ of December .8, a, ij 

^ a a’ ” “I’P™ by an Account called for by Your Committee 

and hereunto annexed. It also appears to Your Con, mit.ee, tit some aTdfomS 

Amall htills, further calculated to enable such Distillers to enter successfollv Into 
compet,t,„„ w,th the Illicit Distillers; and .finally to suppress altogether I m . 
fteture ofulhc-made Spirits. But it appears to Your Committee! .ha, f r I 

^ ouragement whatever to Distillers, would be sufficient this desirable ™T 
unless m connechon with the principle of reviving the fines to be imposed on the 

tatrt If fo E d"‘™'"t I" 

■<lu, oTl e s r “ ' tl» 

on h™ ! Distillers, beyond the amount eharueable 

reo i,“d '“■= "“'."ber of their doublings, 

requned by law. ^ our Comm. ttce beg leave to sumest that in ordo,. » ■ 

.he quality of the leg.al.made sphits, am, .thereby i„dteeVe::;lpt:^^^^ 

prefei'enco 
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^reference to private-made spirits, measures might be taken to compel Distillers to 
TsfacerLln proportion of malt; and that the warehousing of sp.nts dtstdled from 
small stills, and bonding for the duty thereon, should be permitted m p ac-s ivi 
are the seat of an Excise Collection, under certain regulations and restiictions . 

Your Committee have therefore come to the following Resolutions 

, it is the opinion of this Committee, that the practice of illicit distillation 

in Irild has iLreased to an alarming extent; and that the laws at present in 
force, in that part of the United Kingdom, are inadequate for its suppression. 

e f 7h!it'appeai-s tothis Committee highly desirable, forthe purpose of effectually 
modifications. 

, -^^Thtuhis Committee consider it essentially necessary to the perfect attainment 
of tills object “ the suppression of Illicit Distillation,” that ample encouragement 
be afcded to the establishment of small stills; thereby interesting to 
Llllder in to exeention of the law for hning 

recommend; as they are decidedly of opinion that without to latter is 
the attainment of the former is impracticable. 



APPENDIX- 
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APPENDIX. 



JMINUTES OF EVIDENCE, 



Jovis, 27 ° die MaiJ 1813 . 

The Right honourable 

Sir George Fitzgerald Hill, Bart, in The Chair. 



Mr. Beresjbrd Laccit, called in, and Examined. 

H OW long have you been in the revenue? — Fourteen years. ^ iff. 

What office are you in at present? — I am Inspector General of Excise ^cres/ord Lotett,^ 
and Taxes. 

Have you had the distillery branch at any time given into your charge? — I had. 

How long? — Nearly three years as Surveyor, and since inspected them. 

In the discharge of’those duties, have you had occasion to visit any district in 
which illicit distillation is earned onto considerable extent? — 1 have been for the 
last tw’o years in charge of the districts of Cavan, Dundalk, and Amiagh, especially for 
the purpose of suppressing private distillation. 

In what state did you find those districts at tlie time you first visited tliem? — In a 
veiy bad state ; private distillation carried on to a very great extent. 

Give to the Committee the opinion you formed, if any, as to the progressive 
increase or diminution of illicit distillation in those districts, from the time you fir.st 
visited them?— My principal object was to arrest the pre^rittors and persons found 
in the distilleries. I went to the district of Cavan in the month of November i8ics 
and in the March following, at the assize, the persons convicted for being concerned, 
as far as my recollection goes, were 47 ; that had for some time a good effect, and 
for some time private distillation ap})eared to me to be checked ; but it afterwards 
increased, instead of diminished: when I left it, in August 1812, it certainly was 
carried on to a less extent than w hen I first came to it. 

State as to the otlier districts of Dundalk and Artnagh ?— I was more successful in 
Dundalk than in Armagh or Cavan ; for when I left it, there was not a private dis* 
tiUevy, as I believe, in the district of Dundalk : Armagh was not so ; for a great part 
of t!ie county of Tyrone, wherein private distilling is much carried on, is in the Armagh 
district : there I was only successful in partially checking it ; and I have since been 
iutbrmed that it has mucli increased tliere. 

Had you any opportunity of leannng, during your residence in any of these districts, 
tire general opinion as to the succe^ of the measure of fining townlands, in putting 
down illicit distillation? — I believe tliere can be but one opinion about it, tliat it is 
the most effectual method of putting down illicit distillation; and evei7 person, who 
expressed themselves on the subject, declared this to be their opinion. 

Was this the general opinion in the district of Cavan ? — I cannot exactly say that 
it was the general opinion of Cavan, for this reason, from tlie numbei' that was con- 
X’icted for being concerned in private distillation, 011 my first going to tliat district, 
there Avas tlien a prospect that it might have the eftect of checking it ; that might have 
induced them to giving an opinion that it might be suppressed ; tlie general opinion was, 
tliat there was not any thing so effectual as the penalty on tmvnlauds. 

Is there any distillery licensed in Cavan distiict? — Not one. 

In Armagh distiict ? — Not one at present; when I left it, there was a licensed dis- 
tillery at Dungannon ; I cannot say it was at work at tliat time. 

Do you know, or can you form any opinion, as to the principle on which tlie rate 
of charges was grounded by the Act of 1812 ? — If I w'as to form an opinion from 
the number of charges required in the Act of 1800, compared with those by the Act 
of 1 8 1 2, I should consider the reduction in the charges required by the Act of 1812 
a great encouragement to tlie working of small stills. 

20(j. B 
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Mr. Do you conceive, on comparing it nitli the rate of cliarge required on the large 

Btre<ford Loxett. stills, tiiat it atforcis aniplo encouragement lo tlie establishment of small stills ? — As tar 
^ '* as 1 am competent to Judge, I do tiiink so; for from a still of 1,500 gallcns content, 

72 chai'ges are acquired in the 28 da';s, wliereas from a still of 66 gallons, up to 100, 
no more than 60 charges are acquired in tlie same number of days. 

Which do you believe can worknith the greatest rapidity, tlie large still above 100, 
or the small still under 60 ? — A great de,d depends on the manner in wliich tlie 
stills are set; but tlic small still can work with tnci'e rapidity, supposing ejual science 
be applied to each. 

State tlie nimiber of charges on the different dcscrijrtions of small stills, under 
a liundretl gallons, hy the Act of i8oy ? — On .a still ol a hundred gallons content, 
and not less than ninety, 240 charges in 28 days ; on a still of sixty gallons content, 
and not less tiian fifty, 2S0. 

What was the number of charges, by tlie same Act, on a still of 1,500 gallons? — 
On astill of 1,500, and not less than 1,250, seventy-six charges. 

State tlie nnmiier of chaiges on the different descriptions of small stills under a 
ImnJred gallons, under the Act of 1S12 ? — On a still of a hundred gallons, down to 
sixty-five, .sixty charges in 28 days. 

State the number of charges on a still of 60 gallons content, and not less than 50 ? 
— The stills, under tlie Act in 1812, are not the same as in 1809, from 65 to 44 
gallons, 90 charges. 

To n hat number of doublings was a still of 1,500 gallons liable in the year 1812? — - 
1 believe 76, tlie same as in tlie year 1 809 ; I do not recollect that there was any 
alteration in the charges. 

• In the larger stills, are not the number of charges augmented considerably in pro- 
portion to the diminution of the size of tlie still? — They are in the proportion; the 
.standai'd apjieare to have been 3,000 gallons content, and as tlie still diminished from 
that, the ciiai'ges ina'eased, upon the principle, that the smaller the still was, the more 
• rapidly it could work. 

Uhth the exception of the stills of the smallest size now in question, does not the 
number of doublings increase in propoition to the diminution of the still ? — They do ; 
for a still of 500 gallons, and not less than 400, the charges are 115; and upon a still 
of 1 10, and nut less than 100 ; two hundred and twenty-foui', from w hich it appears, 
as I have stated before, that tlie reduction of the ctiarges on stills, under a hundred 
gallons content, by the Act of 1812, is for the obvious reason of encouraging small 
stills of tiiat description. 

Do you consider, as far as y'ou are enabled to form an opinion, tliat the encourage- 
ment so alibrded would probably have eilected its object, if corn distillation had 
continued?— I believe tlicre would liave been several stills licensed under the Act, and 
which would have worked under the Act ; and the reason I form that opinion is, that 
while I was in the district of Cavan, a brewer of Carricknacross, within the district 
of Dundalk, submitted to me liis intention of working under the Act, and, I believe, 
was preparing for the purpose ; for 1 occasionally visited that brewery when 1 came 
to the town 01' Carricknacros.s. 

Of course he undci'stood it to afford sufHcient encouragement, or lie would not 
• Jiave intended to undertalie it ? — He told nic so. 

Is thei'e not a distinction in the quantity of work to be done by coal and by turf?— 
There is : It is one fourtli allowance, under 50th of George III. cap. 1 5, but not under 
52. cap. 48. 

In what way is the duty paid, weekly or monthly ; or how upon tlie produce of the 
still? — The distiller is chargeable weekly, from Monday morning to Sunday night; 
the voucher is returnable upon the subsequent Wednesday; and tlie practice is not to 
give permits to a distiller alter the subsequent Jlonday to tlie Wednesday, till he pro- 
duces the collector's receipt for the money. 

Only one week is given ? — Just so. 

Do yon not tiiink, from the small capital possessed by tlie jiersons who would work 
those small stills, that if the whiskey was lionded under tlie care of the revenue 
officers, and more time given for tlie payment of the duty, more stills would be 
worked? — I do. 

if the distiller at present declares, in the beginning of the month, he must work for 
28 clays? — He must, or be surcharged according to the number of charges that he is 
liable to. 

Do you not think, if that period were shortened to a fortnight, it would facilitate 
the working of small stills ; if thei-e were any disdiipointiueiit in tlie quantity of com, 

or 
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or from the breaking of the still, woiiUl it not be rendering it easier for the worker Mr. 

of that still, if it coaid be closed in a fortnight, instead of a month ? — I do not think htvett. 

he would have any advantage by dosing in a tbrtnight, instearl of a month ; for most ’ 

generally they prepare for a month’s work; and the ciiarges have been so considerably 

reduced, tliat 1 do not think at sixty charnes he would be under an apprehension of 

such a fatality ; and I am convinced such an allowance would be an iiilet to injui'y to 

tlic revenue. 

Do you know, from your own oljservation, that the number of ciiarges required of 
a small still is as much or more than it can dor — -I have not seen a still at work 
under tb.e Act of 1 8 1 2. and therefore I cannot say ; but if I aas to form an opinion 
from seeing a J.500 gallon still at ^^ol•k, I am well cominceda smallstih could make 
liie charges recjuired under the Act of 1812. 

If it sliould be too much for the small still to work under the Act of 1812, can 
you suggest any mode by which tlie distiller could he rendered safe in undertaking tiie 
28 days work under tlie present law : — I know of no mode exxcpt that of giving 
power to the commissioners of the revenue, nitii the approbation td t!ie ireasurv, to 
relieve Uie distiller from the consequence of any fatality, upon sutlicient ju'oof, whicli 
they have indeed by the Act of 1 8 1 2. 

Do you tliink tlie liberty of Avorking for a less period than amonth would be com- 
patible with the prevention of great fraud ? — 1 should ratlicr think it would be an 
inlet to fraud. 

Do you dank frauds could be prevented under such a system ? — It would be very 
difficult to do it indeed. 

Do you think the plan of bonding spirits for home consumption from the small 
stills, would be compatible n'ith the same object of prevention cf fraud? — Wl;en I 
answered tlie queslion respecting the bonding, I only intended to aj>piy it to stills of 
500 gallons content, and not under; fnyansv\er was only as to stills of /joo gallons 
-content, and not under; 1 should think that would be attended with so mucii 
difficulty, it would be impossibe almost to bring it into operation. 

Are you of opinion that it would be possible, under any sufficient security to the 
revenue, to license stills under lOO gtillons, paving a duty by the week for such 
licence, to work as much as they might be capable i;f d(.ing, without their stock bcin^ 
taken by the revenue oflicers? — I am not aware how it could be brought into practice, 
if you are to look to the mannei' in which these spii'its must leave the jmsses.sion c.t 
the distiller by permit ; if there is not an actual account kept, how is the Crown to 
have a protection as to quantity ; for tliat reason, I think it alrnt'st impracticable. It 
also strikes me in tliis wav, that if they are allowed to do as much as that small still 
can Ic capable of, you rvill take a staudanl of tliC sixty charges, and if tb.at still Ls 
C!ipal)le of making 1 20, how is the (hxnvii to be secured in tlie surplus ; besuies that, 
the large distiller, unless he was put upon the same footing, might complain of Ijeing 
injured ; and most likely tlic oveiplus quantity would tind its way into the market of 
the large distillers : it would be attended, on the whole, I sl'.ould conceive, v. ith had 
consequences. 

Do you think it would be possible, by any regulations, to confine spirits made 
within any given district to the consumption of that district ? — It-iiiight, in u certain 
<legvee ; but to say that the entire quantity would be confined, I am afraid would 1)6 
expecting too much, if we look to the illicit sjiirit that is forfeited in the con- 
veyance, or even in the possession of the person malting it, or the person to w hoin it is 
*eiit ; and yet, notwitlistanding, vast quantities come from the barony of lumishowen 
in the county of Donegal, and" even to tlic citv of Dublin, whicli ix nearly from one 
■extremity of the kingdom to the other almost. 

Can you form any opinion how far it would he an encouragement to the coiLsnmp- 
tion of legally made spirits, if by any regulation cf law the exceilonre of the quality 
could be secured ? — I believe, if the quality of legally distilled spirits was improved, 
it would tend va:y much to prevent the consumption of illicitly distilled s}>lrits. 

From your knowledge of the habits of the jieoplc of the province of Ulster, are you 
or not of opinion, that a very principal objection to tlie coiisuifiption of legally made 
spirits is the badness of their quality ? — I liave no doubt (»f it. 

Could you suggest from your knoAvleclge of the distillery trade, any regulation 
that nouUi be calculated to improve the quality of the S[)irits? — The one that strikc.s 
me as the most likely to do it, is, obliging the public distiUer to use a pro]K>rtion of 
malt us far as it can be accomplished: ami unless there was some reason which I 
am not in possession of, I do not sec but the distillers might be allowed to malt 
oats at the time that oats wer^ not allowed to be malted: they were prohibited to be 

269. ' used 
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used by the distiller at all ; but now as a distiller can use any quantity of oats he 
pleases in tlie raw state, there can be no objection to allowing him to distil the oats 
** """ ‘ malted, » hich must unquestionably improve the spirit ; and it also strikes me further, 

that it will be the means of having the small malt houses of Ireland licensed. 'I he 
countv of Cavan grows great quantity of oats ; and if a poor man can find a market 
at his door for five oi six barrels w ith a maltster, he would perhaps sell it there 
without running the risk of having it destroyed in the process of distilling it pri- 
vately, it could^^not be worth his while to send it from the extremity of the county of 
Cavan to the next licensed distillery, which is at Dundalk ; and if you were to compel 
the licensed distiller to use malt, and allow oats to he malted, I am inclined to think 
it might be the means of improving the quality of the whiskey, _ and it would give a 
market tor the raw material to the grower, which he has not : it would operate also 
in this wav, as it appears to me that the person who would work a malt house, who 
is in "eneral a man of respectability, would be a watch upon the private distiller, to 
prevent him from consuming oats, which, if he did, would enhance the value of 
them in the market to the maltster, as the less the quantity which comes into the 
market, the higher the price would be ; and therefore be would for liis own interest 
look to having as many as possible brought into the market. 



Vcnei'is, 28“ die Maij 1813. 

The Right Hon. Sir George Fitzgerald Hill, Bart, in The Chair. 

Itir. Beresford I/rcdt, again called in, and Examined. 

DO you think there would be much difficulty in regulating the duty on malted 
oats r — I do not. 

Tliere would be some alteration necessary in the mode of ascertaining the duty 
they ought to pay, compared with what is now the case with respect to barley mal^ 
would there not?— It would be necessary to regulate the scale for the charging of the 
duty upon oats, as it strikes me, it would also be necessary to prevent the maltster 
from working in the same month, oats and barley together. 

Do you tiiean by that to say, thatyoQ would not permit a maltster to be at one and 
the same time a barley maltster and an oat malster ?— Certainly not, if he is a licensed 
malister ; he may declare for a month to work barley, and tor the subsequent month to 
work oats ; but my idea is, if he commences a month witli barley, he should be com- 
pelled to finish it, and not let Uh 3 diarge of oats interfere with that of barley. 

Would the same premises which answer for malting barley, equally answer for 
malting oats? — Most certainly they would. 

Would they equally enable the revenue to be secured upon the one malt as the 
other?— -It strikes me so ; 1 am convinced the revenue would be considerably served 
by the measure. _ •1, 1 

Do you think the charges required by the Distillery Act of 1812, from a still under 
a hundreti gallons, what can be readily made, or too much for the encouragement of 
a still of that size ?— I believe the charges can be readily made. 

Do you think it would tend to the encouragement of the use of those small stills, 
and at the same time not be injurious to the revenue, provided those small stills paying 
the dutv for the amount of charge required by law, were to be chargeable to a smaller 
duty for all the surplus spirits they might make over and above tlie charges that arc 
required by law ? — I certainly do ; 1 think that not only applicable to the small stills, 
but also to the large ones. 

Then it is your opinion, that both with respect to large stills and small stills, it 
would tend much to take away the inducement from tlie distiller to lie guilty of any 
fraud in making more s[iirits than the law requires, provided the duty for surplus 
spirits was reduced ?~n'hat certainly is my opinion ; 1 am convinced it would have 
that effect, and the reason why I give tliat opinion is, that when the duty was 
upon spirits, the distiller always declared and shewed more than tlie law required hmi; 
it was not worth his while to run the risk of suppressing the surplus quantity he was 
able to make ; he always declaied it and shewed it, and it was brought to charge by 
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the officers; and il a reduction took place lam convinced he would shew it and „ 

, , V Bereiford Lovcil. 

tleclare it. ^ , 

Would not the consequences of that measure, if adopted, be, that the revenue 
would derive an advantage not only from all the spirits that are required by law to 
be made, but a very considerable revenue also from the excess? — Certainly, that 
must be the operation of such a measure. 

Wliat would be the decree of reduction, with a view to those advantages, which 
■you would jwopose to be made upon the surplus spirits? — A distiller should bo 
-allowed to shew and declare the surplus quantity at one half the duty; 1 am con- 
^^•ineed that would leave it not worth his while almost to conceal a gallon. 

What would be the monthly duty that a still of a hundred gallons would be liable 
to under the existing law: — 5(18/. 15s. 

Is that by law required to be paid weekly or inonthiv? — The law gives a right 
to the Distiller to pay his duty once a month, under the 52d Geo. III. cap. 48. 

"What quantity of corn would l)e required to wewk a too gallon still per month, 

•producing the spirits that the law requires, and no more? — At tltc rate of six gallons 
•to every barrel of raw corn, would require 350 barrels per month. 

M’lien you say a barrel of corn for six gallons ot spirits, do you mean raw corn ? — 

I do. 

Do you mean barley or oats? — I mean oats. 

It would not require so much barley? — A great deal depends upon the science of 
Ihe distiller ; if he is a good chemist he will take more than if he is a had one ; some 
might require six. and some might require more; I am rather inclined to tliink there 
would be a better-produce from barley than oats. 

By the Act of 1 81 2, what is the longe.st time any individual establishing a 1 00 
gallon still and under, may obtain a licence to continue the working of that still? — 

-By the Act of 181 2, the licence remains in force for one or two yeai’s. 

• Arc you of opinion, that that is sufficient assurance to any person setting up a 

small still, to encourage him to do so, or do you think it would be desirable or 
necessary to give him a licence for a longer time? — I believe, if the time was made 
longer it would be a greater encouragement ; I am sure it would. 

in w'hich of the nortiiern counties of Ireland, from your experience, do you con- 
sider the private distillery most to prevail ? — The county of Donegal. 

What part of Donegal? — ^'I'hat part called Innishowen. 

What district is tliat in ? — It is in tlie Excise district of Derry, I believe. 

What is the grain that tlie private distillers in the district of Innishowen principally 
use? — Barley. 

Have you not heard that the pris-ate distillers of Innishowen are furnished with 
barley from various counties in the province of Ulster? — There is no doubt of it; 
there is generally a regular market on the Stmnd ot Jlagillagan, where the counties 
of Antrim and part of Derry send their barley, for tlie purpose of bartering it for the 
spirits distilled in Innishowen. 

Have you not heard of tlieir sending their barley from Tyrone and various parts of 
the county of Down to the barony of Innishowen? — I have. 

Have you ever heard that a trihe is carried on between tlie barony of Innishowen 
and Scotland, in the receipt of barley from Scotland, and the return of spirits from 
Innishowen for that barley ? — I have. 

j Have you any doubt that the consumption of illicitly made spirits in the province 

j of Ulster amounts to considerably more than all the spirits made in Ireland that pay 

tluty? — I have not made any calculation ; but Uie quantity consumed is immense, 
and they very seldom receive legally distilled sjiirits, but for tlie purpose of obtaiii- 
i ing protection for the illicitly distilled spirits they get in. 

Are you not of opinion that the great consumption of illicit spirits in that part of 
the country is highly injurious to the ti-ading interests of the wholesale importing mer- 
chants of so considerable a port as Derry ; for instance, in the sale of the article of 
rum? — I have heard and believe, that it is injurious to every fair trader in that respect, 
that requires consumption for legal spirits of any description, iinpoitecl and home 
made ; and I believe that is the cause there is not a public distillery at Derry. 

From your experience of the nature of tlie private distillery, are you of opinion 
that it would be practicable effectually to put it down by any systern of severity, un- 
' accompanied with very considerable encouragement to the establishment ot small 

I 569. C' stills? 

i 
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stills ?— I do consider the encuMragement to the establishment of small stills absolutely 
necessary, as well as a system of severity. r i j 

Is the Committee to understuncl from you, that the system of seventy wou d 
be ineffectual, unless accompai.ied by encouragement to small stills ?— No, cerlamly 
not- but as far lam competent to form an opinion, 1 think the encouragement of 
smaii stills wonkl, pul it down much sooner than using the system of seventy without 

eiicourao-ement to sinall stills; that they would operate better together. 

Arc you of opiniun, that any person, with safety to himselt, could undertake the 
establishment of a small still, until effectual measures for putting downUie private 
distilleries were adopted ?— I think he would have ample security in the re-enactment 
of the fines on the town lands, and without that I do not think there can be any chance 
•of suppressing private distillation. . „ ^ 1 1 w 

In case a person licensed to work a still of sixty-six gallons content, was enabled to 
make mure spirits than the Act of the last Session requires, m what manner do you 
•think the duty on the surplus quantity would be secured without the interference of the 
revenue officers?— Ido not think it could be secured without the officer so far doing 
his duty, as to take the regular stock account ; but allowing the distiller to declare 
at half Ike duty, would render it unnecessary for the officer to search and rummage die 
concern, which he oiherwise would be obliged to do, under an apprehension, that the 
•distiller was making more spirits than he had in charge. _ • r , 

Could any sucirsurplus be secured by any means with.out the intervention of the 
revenue officer?— Not certainlv, if he had charge of the quantity diat he would be 
required to make under tlie law, if he was chargeable with one [lart of his stock 
■under the check of the officer, 1 do not see how the surplus quantity can be brought 
•to charge without the revenue, officer. . 

Is it possible that the revenue officer should not msjiect the distillery without great 
•danger of fraud‘s— I think, that T the distilleiy was taken from under the inspection of 
the revenue officer, it would be a great iniot to fraud, and that fraud would be coin- 
mitted I think ; allowing the distiller to declare his sui phis spirits at hall the duty, it 
would not be worth his while to conceal tiiem ; he would be obliged to send his illicit 
•spirits into the market at a lower price, and under the nsk of forteilure, which would 
certainlv not leave it worth his while not to declare and shew tliem at half the duty ; ttie 
declaration at half the duty must be much more his interest than tne making them 

fraudulently. „ , , . » 

Do you propose that that red.iction of the duty to half rate upon the surplus 

spirits manufactured, above what is required bylaw, should extend to the large stills 

as well as the small ones ?- 1 do so certainly, under the conviction that U would 
answer the best of ends; it would not leave it worth his while to lorm an improper 
connection with the officer, and send illicit spirits into the market. 

Have you ever been at Magillagan Strand ?— 1 have been at Magillagan Strand, 

from which they supply Antrim and part ot l.)eiTy. , , , ■ ■ 

'J'hat traffic is carried on by boats crossing the mouth of the harbour at Derry, is it 

Do you not conceive, that by stationing one or two revenue cutters during a length 
of time, with directions to bring to all boats passing and repassmg, that traffic in 
spirits and interchange of com would' be effectually cut upr I think it would tend 
Very much to prevent it. . * u . n 

Have YOU heard that such a measure was evei* earned into eftcch and at w hat time . 

It is not within my recollection ; I was in the south of Ireland in ibod, 1807, and 

1808 ; ifit was within th-at period I was at a distance. . 

In what manner do you conceive that illicit spirits get chiefly into consumption 
within the district of Cavan ? — I believe there is a great deal consumed both in p’lvate 
houses and public houses. . , , j 

Can you state any proportion ? — Indeed I cannot ; I have known it to be delivered 
from ten to thirty gailon.s to private houses. . 

Yon have no doubt lliat a large quantity comes into consumption tlirough the 
medium of public licensed houses ? — I have no doubt of it ; public licensed houses do 
certainlv consume a large quantity of it. 

Do you conceive, that if revenue officers in charge of tliose public houses, were to 
pertiirm their duty in taking stock in those public houses, that a large quantity of 
that illicit spirit would not be seized?— 1 believe some part ot it might be seized ; 
for I have done so myself, and have punished the proprietors with whom I 

found it. , 

Are 
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Are not the licenses sometimes granted without the oath being administered against 
Iwi.in:.! contraband spirits?— I am aware tliat it has ; that the certificate of the ^^rvjurd Lovttt.^ 
Itiagbti aie has been obtained witlwut the oath being administered ; ami I know, w'here - ^ 

it has been administered, that the best effects have resulted. 

That lias given a great advantage to those publicans who do not take the oath, 
over those who dor— Unquestionably. 

Do the country people prefer the private distilled whiskey over the other, and 
go to the publicans who deal in the private distilled spirits." — ihey do, most un- 
questionably, to the injury of tlie revenue, and of the public distillers. 

You mentioned instances of illicit spirits being seized in licensed houses ; do you 
■think tl.e quantity seized, within your knowledge, beaics any proportion to the quantity 
'Consumed in those liousts? — No, it certainly does not. _ 

Do you think, that if due diligence was used in taking the stock of public houses, by 
the revenue officers in charge of such public houses, the sale of illicit spirits in tliera 
would not be almost prevented ?— I do not ; and for this reason, _ that the retailer^ of 
private distilled spirits, generally, has it in bottles of a less quantity than can be for- 
feited ; we never find more iu a retail shop, or in any part ol the conceni of foe retailer 
contiguous to the slio|>, than perhaps two quarts ; but the greater quantity is always 
hid, and the moment the ofiiccr's back is turned, the small jars or bottles are instantly 
supplied ; that let the vigilance of the officer be what it may, it is impossible to get 

Have those retailers a stock of permitted spirits in their houses.?— They_ moat 
generally have, and for tlie purpose, in some instances, of mixing llic legally distilled 
spiritwiih the illicit, to prevent foe officers from proving foe fact of the spisit being 

illegally made. r i i i 

Generally speaking, is the difference between the taste and flavour of foe legal 
£i)irit, and tliat wliich does not pay duty, so great, that any person who was a judge; eff 
spirits could immcdiatelv distinguish between lliem r — It is, certainly ; the spirit 
illicidydisfoled is easily knowmtrom that legally made; but if it is mixed, it is very 

fioubttul ; in fact, I tifink it is impossible almast to bring it home. 

Could an officer venture to sei?.e spirit, upon his own judgment of the taste?— I 
think he might; he charges the fact of its being illicitly distilled, and not having paid 
the duies, and the proof is upon the person in whose possession it is found that it has 

paid the duty. . . . , , , i .r 

You have mentioned that, at one assizes, you convicted a considerable number Of 
persons of a misdemeanor, for being concerned in an illicit distillery ; what description 
rf persons were those vvitit regard to their situation in life !— Some of tliom appeared 

to me tire irrost wretched of the commmiity. , , , . r ■ 

AV as that the general description applicable to them? — Indeed it was; the fact is, 
dhe manner in which they carry on tire system is this r if a rffipectable fmner chooses to 
become a disUiler, he generally gets what he calls his working man ; this is a imserable 
creature • and upon the approach of the officer and tlie ai'iny, most likely he is caught 
sX work with tlie still ; then he is taken into custody, and, of course, tried tor a misde- 
meanor ; but the decent or respectable man is not known. 

Do vou conceive that the parishes or town lands which may have been fined 
binder the form- r laws, could have any chance of retribution for those fines by 
actions against the description of persons usually convicted of pr.vate 
disimingr— I do not tliiuk they could have any retribution from foe per.sons; but I 
think it would become so much their own interest, that the distillation would not 

be carried on. , , . t , v • 

In the illicit distillery do they use much malted gram?— I believe the entire is 
malt- thev ireneralW pot foe corn into sacks, whicli are brought to a river, and, m 
some’ instance, to a bog-hole; it is there steeped ; and from that it is brought, and 
frequently I have seen it under the bed of foe unfortunate man in the cabin, where 
it gets the next process, the flooring; and from that to the com kiln, and from 
the corn kiln to foe mill, and then to the private distillery, where it is illicitly 

' Do not you think, if due diligence was used in watching the kilns and mills, 

■that the ureater quantity of tl.e malt could be seized, without ever going into an illicit 
distillery r— I think a great quantity of the malt might be seized, but I do not think 
it would be to that extent that would check, much less suppress, private distil- 
lation; during the daytime, the kiln is fairly at work, drying corn; the malt is 
brought at the dead of the night, and put on ; the mills are at a distance 
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Mr.' residence of the officer, and, unless lie has information, he cannot attend them ; there 
Bmsford Lortti. ,)ot ^n officer who does not visit every mill that he comes across in the daytime. 

— ■ — — It is now an equal benefit to the officer to detect either, for he has an equal reward 
for detecting a person making malt illicitly, as lie has for detecting a person illicitly 
distilling. 

Can you state nhat is the reward to the revenue officer? — He is paid on the seizure 
of the still, and on the conviction. 

What is he paid? — Generally, the rewards arc proportioned to the service per- 
formed ; if the inspecting officer considers the man active, and that he has faithfully 
discharged his duty, he will recommend him from i /. to for the seizure of the 
still ; and 1 believe the distribution of the reward upon the conviction, is from 
M'hateverthe Board of E.scise have given upon the seizure of the still, to 2,5/. on the 
conviction, so as to make the officer’s proportion equal to rvhat it would have been 
if the penalties upon the town lands existed, and had they been enforced. 

You mentioned yesterday, that in consequence of the numerous convictions that 
were made at the spring assizes in 1811, soon after you had been appointed to super- 
intend the district of Cavan, tlie illicit distillery was very considerably cliecked?' — It 
was so for some time. 

At that time was the system of fining lands in operation? — It was not; but there 
was this circumstance occurred, that while the Judge of Assize was passing a sentence 
upon a private distiller convicted, there were three of them brought in for tlie ofience 
and put into the dock, though the Judge was sitting and passing the sentence, 
and the distillery was not more than seven miles from the town of Cavan, where 
liiose persons were detected. 

This occurred in the county of Cavan? — It did. 

If similar exertions had been subsequently used, do you conceive that the suppression 
of the private distilleries in that county could have been effected r — I am afraid not ; 
from what I have heard, the woi’king distiller beingof that description of person I before 
mentioned, tliat the real propriet;>r ot’ the still or tlie person for wliose profit the spirits 
were made, had agreed with iiiin in ease of his arrest and conviction, that he would suj>- 
port him in tlie gaol during his confinement, and ^ve him a certain sura upon his libera- 
tion ; and from the immense profit that is derived from the converting of the corn into 
spirits, they consider themselves amply paid, if they get one brewing, as they call it, 
out of three; tliey will suffer two to be desti'oyed by the offic-ers, and frequently it 
occurs that two brewings out of three they lose, and they consider the third as com- 
pensating tliem. 

Can you inform the Committee of wdiat dimensions the general class of illicit stills 
are ? — The stills I have generally seen run from 35 to 80 gallons, but I tliink that 
the still mostly used is that from 50 to 60. 

Of wliat material are tliey usually made ? — Those of Cavan are tin, but they use 
copper stills in the barony of Inoishowen. 

Can you iiifonn the Committee where those stills are usually procured ? — I believe 
that it is tlie practice'for the proprietor to [lurchase the tin in slieets; he carries k 
home out of the market when he comes to <lo his business, and those tinkers that travel 
through the country are generally employed to make them. 

If the tinker is appretiended he is liable to be found guilty of a misdemeanor ? — • 
Yes, and two or three of them have been convicted at Cavan assizes. 

Are copper worms frequently used in the private distilleries? — They were getting 
scarce when I left the district ; at first they were more uaod than they were latterly ; 
the loss of a copper worm became so serious, they were obliged to resort to tin 
worms, and the tin worm was more light in the carrying it oft', a man could carry it off 
with greater case than he ciaild a copper worm. 

What duty within a month would a 66 gallon still, under the Act of 1812, pay to 
Government?— It would be subject to a charge of 373/. a moiitli, the weekly 
duty 93/. 3 s. 9 rf. 

At the time that small stills were supposed to be encouraged, dkl you hear of any 
likelihood of any small stills being set up in the district of Cavan ? — 1 <lid. 

Wliere?~At Beltnrbet. 

Any where else? — Not imnietUately in the district of Cavan; but I consider 
Carrickmacross to be so near it, that it is more, in fact, in tiie district of Cavan than 
in the district of Dundalk; there would liave been one there; 1 heard of one at 
Killecliandry. 

Do you conceive the rate for public retail licences too high in tiie country parts 

of 
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of Ireliir.d?— t do; I think theywould be more productive by being lon'crird; and I 

• do consider that it would be also a preventive against the cousumptioji of private Berc^JordhjxetL ■ 
-fpirits : the law will punish the licensed person, but there is no punishment for the 

• man that is not licensed, for having illicit spirits in his possession ; it is necessary 
.ill the first instance, to prove him to be licensed !)efoi-c the penalty can he enforced. 

In the distinct as to «hich you have l>een exanvined, is there a great proportion of 
.houses unlieeased that retail spirits?— I believe there are a great many. 

Do you think there are moi'e unlicensed tlian licensed? — It would be hard for me . 

-to say so ; but I know the number of unlicensed retailer? is very great 

Do not you think that due diligence on the part of the revenue officers would 
suppress them? — I am afraid it would not; because the^evulcnce the Magistrate 
requires from the revenue officer, is, that the man actually sold; and if tlie officer 
• does not prove that, the Magistrate will not punish the person. 

Is it not the general practice in every district in the north of Ireland, to sell without 
licence in the country parts? — I am sure -it is not only in the north of Ireland, but 
in every other part; there is not a distidct in Ireland I have not been in; but in sonic . 

parts it is not carrial on to that extent it is in others. 

Does the corn mailed for the illicit distillers ever pay mall duty ?— I believe, in some 
particular instances, it does ; but in very few. 

Does the tenement in wliicli illicit distillation is emried on, generally lielong to tlu- 
-psi-son vho goes tlirough the process of distillation? — Most generally it is not tlie 
property of tlie working distiller. ■ 

Do yon heliete that it is generally practicable, without gi-eat negligence or-connivance 
of the proprietor, to carry on illicit distillation, in a tenement belonging Co him uidiout 
his consent.' — I know it is not. 

Was not the recovery of the fines that iiad been before inciin'eil in the county ot 
•Cavan, merely suspended in iSio and tSii, and not absolutely remitted?— It ap- 
pears by the 50th of the King. cap. 15 and 100, that tliey were respited ; and by 
•the S ’d^of the King, cap. 97, 'that they were repealed. 

Do you believe that the dread of recurring to the system of fining town •Janils, had 
any operation, during the period of that suspension, in discouraging illicit distillation? 

I believe while they were only respited, it had the effect of detorving ; but when they 
found that the Act was entirely repealed, it increased. 

Do you think it would be beneficial to impose a moderate fine on persons found 
drinkin<» spirits in an unlicensed house? — I do, if the proceedings were summary ; 
if the person was subject to be immediately brought before a Magistrate, and a mode- 
rate fine imposed upon him, that it would go to tlie prevention of unlicensed distilling ; 
but, in that case, it would require the proceedings to be very suumiary indeed to have 

any cfiect. - .rrij.' 

Do you think there are sufficient licensed houses in the country parts ot Irclaml to 
g,jpply‘tlie demanil for spirits for the common people? — I do not; I sliould think 
one measure would require the other; I mean the reduction of the licence, so that 
the number should be increased. 

Do not you conceive it very possible in many parts of Ireland, in the extensive 
grazing and mountainous parts of Ireland, that .<tills any be working in great 
numbers without the knowledge of the proprietor or tenaiit of the lands ? — As it strikes 
mo, if the proprietor or tenant of the lands does not reside, it might be done w ithout 
his'knowledge ; but I think from the nature of private distillatiou, and the appearanca 
it must have, which might be discovered at a distance, it tliere is any resident upon 
it, be must know it; if there is no person residing on the estate, consequently he may 
. not have the knowledge. 

Have you been in the habit of knowing whether all stills, from i ,500 gallons down . 
to 100, have been capable of producing the quantity of spirits as required by the 
present rate of charges?— I know that stills from i,.^oo to 500 have done the work 
required by law, but stills under that, and from tliut to 100, I have heard are not 
capable of doing it; the still, within my recollection, was one at Sligo, a 300 gallon . 

•still, and it did not make the complement. • • 

(Jan you form an opinion, from the experience which you have liad in attending 
• different stills, w hat is the proper rate of doublings for a .still from 64 to Gy gallons 

I cannot at present ; it would require some consideration to do so; I could not 

take upon me to give the Committee an answer to that. 

Do you not believe that it could produce a much greater quantity of spirits tlian is 
nt present required from it bv the law of 1812?— That is my apprebension ; and 
□tip. ■ 
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that is the reason why I think, that putting tte duty upon the licences ohjccuonable, as 
a suiyilus quantity might go into the market of the large distillers. 

Do you not believe that a much greater quantity of spirits will be produced from 
a still ot that size than is required by the Act of 1 8 1 2 r— [ cannot take upon me to 
say, the still not having worked; and a good deal would depend upon the con- 
sumption and upon the capability of the still to make it; I have no doubt, but I cannot 
say that it would be made. 

In point of fact^ the still would, in your opinion, be caj^ablc of producing a m-cater 
quantity of work: — I think so, or the reduction of the charges would not be an 
encouragement. 

If it would be capable of producing tliat greater quantity of work, do you tliink 

that the distiller will confine himself to the quantity of work required by law? That 

would in a great degree depend upon the kind of person who would erect it, at first 
It might be certainly erected by men who knew not any thing of tiie business • it 
would be desirable to induce the distiller to declare and sht’w the surplus quantity on’his 
beginmng to work, and hereafter the charges might be increased, but a great deal 
would_ depend upon the consumption; if he was confined to the consum))Uon of the 
place in which he worked, and did not scud it away, it would make a difiercnce. 

Do you not think that the encouragement given to the erection of small stills, will 
induce experienced mamifacturers to set up stills of that description?— 1 do, and if 
that is the case, the object of the bill is obtained. 

Do you not think that [fcrsons (d that description will work the still to the oreatest 
extent that tlieir knowledge of the business will enable them to do ?— Most likefy they 



\V ill not, in consequence of that, a quantity of illicit spirits be produced from those 
stills 1 here may lie more spirits produced than the law requires ; but from the vigi- 
lance of the officers, and the encouragement it would be to tlie distiller to dcclare''it 
at half the duty, they might go into consumption, duty paid. 

Do you mean to state, that payment of duty on this extra quantity of spirits k 
dependent upon the vigilance of the officers, and the advantage which is proposed to 
the distilkr, by allowing him to bring that spirit into consumption, on pavmait of 
half the dutyr — Supposing the spirit to be made, it is. 

Supposing the law to remain as it is, and no diminution of duty upon the surplus 
quantity ot spirits, and that an officer can be supposed to connive"^ with a distiller, is 
it hkely that that suiplus qmmtity of spirits will then be brought into consumption 
AHthout any payment of duty?— It is to be apprehended, that it may, there must cer- 
tainly be a sufficient protection in that respect ; it is most natural to think, that a man 
who has a property of that kind, will endeavour to dispose of it to the best advantage. 

Suppo.smg such negligence or corruption of the officer ; would not that be equaTly 
practicafjle in a large still as a small one? — There can lx; no doubt of it ; and under 
that conviction I have given it as my opinion to the Committee, that an equal advan- 
tage should be given to the large distiller as to the small one. 

_ Faking the different rates of_ charges upon the large still, and upon the small one, 
IS there not a greater opportunity ot producing a quantity of illicit spirits from tlie 
small still than from the large one?— At the rate of the present mode of charging 
the 1,500 down to the 66, the advantaj^ would certainlv be witii the small still. 

Have you any recollection of the period when it was” considered necessary for the 
protection of the revenue, that an encouragement should be given to tlie settin" up of 
large stills instead of small ones.^ — I have. this strongly on my recollection, that when 
the encouragement was held out so very much to the large stills, the stills of 500 
gallons content certainly decreased considerably. In one instance, when I was surveyor 
of Drogheda, I had in my charge four stills of 500 gallons eonteut; tliere is but one 
now, and that has bron established within this .year, anci for two or three years, there 
ivas not one, and within .that period tiiere was a «till of 500 at Arma<Tl. which is 
not now working. ® 

Do you think it was a useful policy on the. part of tlic revenue to encourage 
the large stills in preference to tho.«e of a smaller descrijilion?— I do not; because the 
more public distillation is extended, it must have this effect, that there will be less 
private distilling; tor wdiei-ever there is a public distillery, there will be very little 
private distilling cairied on. 

Can you form an opinion how far the encouragement given to the small stills will 
have ,tae effect_ of preventing unlicensed distillation?- lly the e.stablishment of the 
licensed distilleries, it wilUnake it the interest of the pensous cortcenied in them to be 
on prjvate distlHation; tlicy wjll always have -aji opportunity from liiose 

. coni tug 
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cornin'; into_ their concern, with grain and com, to receive tliat information of their Mr. 

illicitly working, and tliey must of course, in tlicir own defence, endeavour to have Im'ett. 

them suppressed, as it appears to me, if scientific distillers work them they will be ^ ‘ 

finally established. If the penalties u})on the townlauds or upon the panshes operate 
as tiiey ought, I have no doubt we shall find in the nortiiern counties of Ireland, some 
ot the most scientific men in the trade established in the diatilleries ; in the town of 
Den-y, there has been a person endeavouring to treat for a concern, and ilr.llaiah 
of Dublin has been endeavouring to treat for a concern in llelfast. “ 

Is it not to be expected, that while the duty continues at its present rate, there will 
always be a considerable extent of illicit distillation? — Upon a consideration of that 
•question, it appears to me in this jxiint of view, and what is within my knowledge, 
that when the duty was I'educed from ^s. 8 r/. to 2 , 9 , ()d. it had no eliect in preventing 
private distillation; the idea was, tliat tiie public distiller would then go into the 
market with the private distiller at a much less price, and would liave taken his 
consumption, but the distillers prevented it ; and if a man was through nece^-ity obliged 
to send liis spirit into the market, another purchased, and kept it from going into it, 
for the sole purpose of having the price retained which existed before th^reductioii of 
duty took place; the public paid nearly as high a price for spirits at 2,y. 6 </. dutv 
as they had paid at 5 8 rf. duty. " • 

_ Has not the number of unlicensed stills been increased in consequence of the pro- 
■hibition to the use of grain in the licensed distilleries'— It must alwavs have that 
effect, that, and the entirely repealmg the Act upon to^\•nlands, certainlv have en- 
•couraged it. 

If the small still is liable to pay duty on all the spirits which it tnakes, supposing 
the full rate ot duty to be paid, and due vigilance in the cifHcer, would the .small still 
receive any great encouragement by the smallness of the charge to which it is liable ?— 

Ihere can be no object in the rate of charges, it tiie whole of the spirit distilled pays 
•ii duty ; I do not intend to say, that theie was no encouragement from the rate of 
chai'ges. I have this conviction, that the rate of charges now imposed upon a 
still of 66 gallons content, is a very considerable encouragement to thar erection; if 
■it makes only a jiroportion of spirits, I think that is an encouragement that a man w ho 
has b^n out of the trade for some years, or come newly into it, who does not possess 
the science of the distiller who has been long in tlie trade, will feel the benefit of it. 

Has not the large still a considerable preterence over the small one, in point of con- 
sumption of luel, attendance, and other expenses? — I think the laj-ge still certainly 
ha the advantage in the operation of its workin:r. 

Supposing the Distillery Ad: of 1812, in operation, which of tlie descriptions; of 
small still do you think would be most prevalently used.- — I tliink the still of a hun- 
•<lred gallons the inost advantageous still a distiller could work under tlie Act of 1 8 1 2. 

In the event of illegal distillation lieing suppressed, witliout the legal distillei-y behig 
established in its place, would not that be a great injury to the markets for corn in the 
country? I am apprehensive it would,; as far as niy opinion go^, it certainly 
^voiild. 

Does it come within your knowledge that any application lias l^een made from any 
rcsj^ctable quarters in the nortli of Ireland to the Chancellor of tlie Exchequer's 
Office, .praying for the renewal of the parish fines to suppress private disfilleries ?— It 
'does; and I iiave m my hand at tliis moment a petition to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer upon tliat subject, fi’om a number of inhabitants in the town of 1 )ungannon, 
in tlie county of Tyrone ; and I have had several applications to tliat effect. 

[The Paper was delivered in, and read as fellows :] 

“ To the Right honourable tlie Chancellor of the Excliequer for Ireland, 

&c. &c. &c, 

“ Sir, 

“ Observing from the public reports of the proceedings of the House cd" Commons, 
that some -more eftectual measures tlum those at present in .operation lue' about to be 
. adopted for the purpose of suppressing illicit distillation in this country, e the 
■undersigned principal inhabitants, mercliant.s, spirit dealers and brewers of the town of 
Dungannon, and its vicinity, beg leave most respectfully to suggest to you such ideas 
as occur to us on the subject ; a subject ot the utmost importance to the inhabitants of 
this part of Ireland, w hetlier considered in a moral or political ]ioint of view. 

I hat the practice of illicit distillation to a nio.st unprecedented extent is now 
•carried on in this conntfy, but particularly in this and some ol the adjacent counties, 
you are no doubt sufficiently informed: and the undersigned have to complidii of it 

as 
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iis a grievance of the most serious nature. The immense quantity^ of illicit spirits at 
tive*mt consunicil in this town and neighlxmrhood, having so tar limited the con- 
fuiimlion of such spirits as pay his Majesty’s duties, that the brewing and spirit trades 
do not afford a livelihood to tlie one hall of those who follow them ; indeed, such ls 
the simply of illegal spirits in tills part of the coiintiy, that although it is now more 
than twehre months since distillation from grain was prohibited, there ls still a quantity 

.of corn spirits imconsumed in Dunjiannon. . ^ \ i 

“ Amonirst the various experiments from time to tunc Government have had re- 
course to, tor the purpose of suppressing illicit tlistiUatioii m Ireland, the underM^cd 
beg leave most respectfully to state, that from the undemable good effects which it 

producedinthispartoflreland, none appeared to them to l)c halt so well c^akulated 

•to accomplish that most desirable object as levying fines otf the townlmids where 
private stills were found. While that most salutary law was _m lorce. such was tfie 
ciieck given to illicit distUlation, that vast quantities of corn spirits were pemutted Irom _ 
many wholesale dealers into those districts where private dislillalion had most pre- 
vailed and into which districts, long before that law was enacted, as well as since it 
was repealed, scarcely a gallon of legally di.stilled spirits have f.)vm<l their way. 

“ 'I'here was no doubt a great outcry made against the impolicy and injustice o* those 
iines by some of the townlaiuls, which had been most heavily amerced ; but while the 
law provided that in the event of any indivi;iual of the towriland giving ttic necessary 
information to detect the illeg.il distiller, such townhmd of course should be relieved 
from that fine, the inhabitants of such townUiuls had themselves alone to lilame toi 
ihe heavy penalties to which llicy were subjected ; nor indeed, until it becomes agaui 
every man’s intere.st to detect and punish the private distiller, can it be expected the 
illegal traffic will cease. . . 

“ Derides the late great defalcation in tlie revenue, owing to the very extensive pi ac- 
iice of illicit distillations, not only a most serious loss is sustained by the community at 
larcre, by injudicious use ami excessive waste of grain in the process ot private dis- 
tillation, but thevvash and grains wliich in legal distilleries are cqnverled lo the most 
useful purposes, almost uniformly go to waste; the gi’eat proiits the private distdler 
obtains on the spirit abundantly compensating him for the loss ot luswash and grams, 
which, indeed, owing to the nature of his trade, he. has no means of saving. 

“ The law, too, causing pulriicans to be sworn previous to obtaining licence not to buy 
orsell anv contraband spirits, is also well calculated to check illicit distillation; but that 
law, the undersigned are sorry to say, was but partially executed in most place.s, while in 
others it was entirely overlooked ; and where such a law is parnally executed, it operates 
veryseverelyaaai.r,t those publicans who comply withtheprovisions otthe statute ; those 
who evade the law or break it, having the business entirely to themselves : and so long 
as contraband spirits, which in this country are generally prefeired to any other, can be 
had in such abundance, the fair dealer must stand idle while the smu^lcr makes money, 
he not only engrossing the entire public trade, but also the supply ot private families, 
few of which are not provided with a stock of their favourite Innishowen and thus the 
partial execution of a law salutary in itself, operates as a bounty m favour ot the 

simi"‘der, and must eventually emsh the fair dealer. ^ , 

“"'rhe undersigned being .thus deeply interested in suppressing illicit distillation, and 
in freeing the fur trade from tlie ruinous intcrterence of the private distiller, beg leave 
.most respectfully to suggest, 

“ Tliat tlie law imposing fines on the townlands where private stills are may 

-be re-cnacted, and tlie more those fines are increased, the more certainly "ill they effect 
the total sui>i>ression of private distillation; and tliat greater encouragement should be 
given the excise officers for seizing private stills, and greater facilities allowed iti the 
prosecution for tlie reco.very of the fines, tliere being so many legal bars m the v\ay 
of conviction under the former law, that instead of benefiting by the prosecutions, the 
officers were frequently subjected to heavy loss; and that more ertectiidl means be 
devised for punishing the individuals detected either in the act ot distilling or convey- 
ing illicit spirits. , . , . r* i i ' 

'I'hat provision lie made for more effectually enforcing that part of the law where 
pnblican.s are required to be sworn, and die possibility of evading a strict compliance 
uith tlie statute in every instance prevented. 

“ That punishments adequate to the offence, and such a.s may deter from the 
mnimis-sion of it, be inflicted upon eitlier puldic or private individuals, detected in 
niirchasing or having in their possession contraband spirits ; and that heavy fmw be. 
imposed on .Magistrates and others offending, whose duty it is to inaintuin and enfoice, 
jiot to violate, the law. 

In 
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“ In fine, tlie undersignetl express their firm confidence, tl'.at such measvires ■will Mr. 
now be adopted, as will effectually strike at the root of the evil ; and w here the power 
of the law is once so effectually exercised as to prevent the manufacture of contraband 
spirits, tlien, and only then, will the revenue and the fair dealer be protected from 
impostures ; and only then will all the inb'icate and grievous oaths and laws, framed 
to prevent ^e circulation and consumption of conti'aband spirits, become obsolete and 
void. 



(Signed) W. Murray, 
Edw. Shaw, 

John Richardson, 
Robert King, 
Peebles Kinby, 
William APAvoy, 
Oliver Vance, 
Arthur Fiillan, 
Wesley Trotter, 
James M'’Avoy, 
Cha’ Simmons, 



John MAlroy, 

Robert Cvote, 

Jn° Ilatchell Co. Rectifyers, 
Mich. APEihone, 

Luke Fox, 

Sandy APMinn, 

James Afullin, 

James JVilson, 

Alex' Alackcnzie, Brewer. 
Thomas Yeraghty, Brewer, 
John Hatchell, Brewer. 



Alercurij, 2." die Junij ISIS. 

The Right Honourable 

Sir George Fitzgerald Hill, Bart, in The Chair. 

Mr. Beresford Lovett, again called in, and Examined. 

D O you consider bigg, n hich is gro^^ n generally instead of barley in the northern 
counties in Ireland, equally producuveas the barley which is grown in Leinster and 
Munster ?- — 1 do not; tliebigg wliichis generally grown in the north of Ireland is not, 
in my opinion, as productive as the barley that is grown in the south, to either the 
maltster, brewer or distiller. 

What w as the amount of money given to the revenue officers, as rewards for the 
seizure of stills, whiskc}-, &c. and for prosecuting persons concerned in illicit distil- 
lation, in the year ending January 1 813? — I do not know the amount of the rewards 
given, having no document to refer to, which would enable me to inform the Com- 
mittee; but I am well aware, from a personal knowledge of the fact, that the greatest 
reward that would be granted must prove ineffectual in suppressing illicit distilling, 
■without resorting to the fines on parishes ; nor is it in the power of the revenue 
officer, as 1 have before stated, to prevent the evil unless the fines are imposed. 

M'hat was the amount of Irisli made spirits permitted to the port of Den'y, in 
the year ending January 1 81 3 ?— I cannot say. 

Would it lie practicable, without injury or serious additional expense to the revenue, 
to allow spirits made in stills of 1 00 gallons to be stored for the duty, provided such 
stills were worked in principal towns, being the residence of a surveyor? — It would 
be practicable; and in my opinion the spirits might be stored without injury or 
serious expense to the revenue, provided this indulgence was granted to stills of not 
less than 100 gallons content, and that no licence was granted for them unless 
situated in a principal town, being the residence of a surveyor; this, in my mind, 
would encourage the working of stills of this description in preference to smaller 
ones, and whicli, as it appears to me, would tend to the security of the revenue. 

Would permission to warehouse spirits made in stills of 100 gallons, tend, to en- 
courage the establishment of legal distilleries in the province of Ulster; if so, assign 
the reasons for your opinion, and what quantities of spirits might be permitted out 
of warehouse for home consumption? — I do conceive it would encourage the 
establishment of legal distilleries in the province of Ulster, and my reason for so 
thinking is, that it would rei'nove the apprehension the person might entertain of not 
being able to pay liis duty when demanded by the Crown, uflless he sent his spirits 
into a fallen market, which would seriously injure the distillers ; if such an indul- 
gence was given, he should not be allowed to take spirits out of store, in quantities 
less than i-io gallons, which a puncheon contains. 

Inasmuch as the apprehension of being undersold by the private distillers has 
hitherto imi>eded tlie establishment of legal distilleries, do you conceive the principle 
of Government, contracting with the legal distiller for such spirits as he had not sale 
lor, admissible, apd if so, under what regulations and to what extent ? — I do not 

26q. E conceive 
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Mr. conceive it would be necessarylbr Goveraraeut to make such a contract, as tlie storing 

Beraford Lnreit. of spirits would, in ujv mind, answer every purpose necessary for the distillers 

'■ ' security; and I am apprehensive such a contract would be complained of as an 

injury, by the distillers now in the trade. 

Have you known any instance in the province of Ulster, of a legal distillery bein» 
established, and the jiroprietors being ruined from being undersold by the Innishowen 
made spirits ?— I have known a still of 500 gallons content to have been erected, 
and carried on for some time at Colerain, in the County of Derry ; the distillers 
names were Mr. Peak and Hopkins, and I know them to have been bankrupts, and 
to 1)6 reduced from being respectable and wealthy men, to great distress, in conse- 
quence of being undersold by the private distillers. 

If this encouragement of bonding and storing is given to stills of 100 gallons, 
will they not have a considerable advantage over the 44 gallon stills ? — I do consider 
it would be an advantage in favour of the 100 gallon stills. 

Do you not consider that if that advantage was given, that it must lessen the 
number of 44 gallon stills that will be set up in the interior of the country.? — If I 
were to give an opinion from the work required from a 44 gallon still, and that from 
100, I certainly think that it would tend to encourage tlie work of the 100 gallon still, 
instead of the 44 gallon still. 

Must not it consequently defeat a great part of our object, namely, the opening 
through the medium of the small stills, a great variety of markets in the different 
parts of Ireland for the corn? — I think it would not ; for on looking at the scale of 
work required on the 44 gallon still, as compared to the 100, I should think the 100 
gallon still would be worked by any man in his senses in })reference to the 44. 

Do not these favourable encouragements to the loo gallon stills, greatly discouracre 
the number of 44 gallon stills that will l>e set up ?— Certainly it must, thus far, that 
1 think the work being so much in favour of a 100 gallon still, that that is the still tliat 
would be most likely to be used. 

Do you consider that the want of capital in the parts of the kingdom where private 
distillation is at its greatest height, must not retard the establishment considerably of 
1 00 gallon stills ? — If there is a want of capital it must ; but as it strikes me, the man 
who had licence to work a lOO gallon still, would do it with very near the same capital 
that a man would a 44 gallon still, if he intended to vvork tairly and honestly as a 
proper distiller. 

That it would cost as much to set up a 44 gallon still as a 100 gallon ? — It would 
not take the same extent of capital, but I think it would very nearly do so, if the 
concern and utensils were i)ropcrly erected. 

Are you able to form an opinion what it would cost to set up a 100 gallon still ? 

I have made no calculation of it. 

Do you know what it would cost to set up a 44 gallon still? — I am just in the 
same situation ; but I have seen in the private distillery a still of 80 gallons where a 
still of 20 has been, and with the same utensils. 

Do you know the expense of setting up either a 44 or a 100 gallon still? — No- 
I have not made a calculation. 

Do you know the weekly or monthly workings of either? — I do. 

What will they pay weekly ? — I have laid a return before the Committee, and I 
beg leave to I'efer to that as the b(;st means of giving an answer. 

Voii do not know on your memory the returns? — No; I have stated the duty 
payable cm a ()6, and the duty payable on a 100 gallon still, and I have laid before 
the Committee the duty and number of gallons required to be made, according to the 
Act of i Si 2, from 44 gallons to too. 

_ If you do not know the cost of erecting either a 100 gallon still or a 44 gallon 
still, how can you take ii|)on yourself to suppose there is no difference of capital 
required?— I have not aaid tliat there was no difference of capita! required, but 
I have seen in a private distillery a still of 80 gallons content woi ked with the same 
utensils as that of a 20 gallons, and I have not had an opportunity of seeing at any 
public distillery, either of the stills working. ' ° 

_ If there was no encoumgemont given by law to tlic 100 gallon still, which was not 
given to the 44 gallon still, would tlie distillers have an equal inducement to work the 
44 gallon still as the 1 00 gallon still ? — In my opinion, he would prefer the 1 00 gallon 
still, for this reason, there would be less WEiste in the manufacture and in the fuel than 
there would be iu a 44 gallon still ; and upon the sanKJ principle a man would sooner 
work a fifteen Ir, mured gallon still than a 1,000 or ],20o gallon still, if there was no 
preference given to one over the other by law. 
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Jovis, 3* die JuniJ 1813. 

The Right Hon. Sir John Newport, Bart, in The Chair. 



Tlie Right Honourable Denis Braivne, a Jlember of the House, 
was Examined. 

YOU are generally resident in the county you represent ? — Always, except when 
attending in Parliament. T>enii BroTsnt. 

Has the practice of illicit distillation been much extended of late, in the county of ■■ • — ~ 

Mayo? — Very much. 

Since what period has it increased particularly ? — Since the suspension of the law 
for imposing fines on townlands. 

Can you state to the Committee what the result of the operation of tliat law was, 
while it continued in force ? — I can ; thei’e ai-e nine baronies in our county, there were 
three w here the landlords determined there should be no private distillery, and imme- 
diately on the 2$l. penalty being laid on, there was an end of it, because the landlords 
notified their determination to slop it; in six other baronies it still went on; the 
fine was increased twice, and the second fine had become very troublesome, and the 
gentlemen began to work against the private distillery, but when the third fine was put 
on, then it was so hard, oh ! there was no bearing it : finally, at the latter period, 
about six months before tiie law was clianged or suspended, the thing was evidently 
got under, and I tliink I can venture to say, from my observation of the effect to that 
time, that if it had only continued a year more there would have been no more private 
distillation ; the very moment the law was suspended the mischief began again, and 
I think it is now in as great vigour as at any time that I remember. 

Is it your opinion, that a recurrence to the system of fines would effect the sup- 
pression of the private distillation ? — I am very sure it will, provided it is accompanied 
with a fair system of encouraging the small licensed stills. 

Do you think that the Act of tlie last year, for the encouragement of the small 
licensed stills, is likely to be effectual, unaccompanied by some strong measure for the 
prevention of illicit distillation ? — I am very sure it is not ; and no man in his senses 
will set up a small still while private distillation continues. 



Gustavns Hume Ilochfort, a Member of the House, Examined. 



C.\N you state what the result of the law imposing fines upon townlands, was in 
your county r— I think it had the best eti'ect at all times. 

Do you think that the principal proprietors of your county are of the same opinion, 
witli respect to its operation ? — I do. 

Have you received any coimnunication upon the subject lately ? — Yes, I have ; on 
the Committee s first appointment, it having escaped my memory how many bills of 
indictment were read at the last Assizes, I wrote to the clerk of the Crown for the 
number, and received this answer. 



G. II. Ilochfort, 
Esq. 




[It was delivered in, and read, as follows.] 



Rutland Square, 25th May 1813. 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ I lose no time to reply to your letter, with which I was favoured this 
morning. It is on a subject of the greatest importance to the revenues 
ot this country, and one on which I am from experience conversant. 
1 think no rational doubt can be entertained that the laws fining Town- 
lands were wise and salutary, and that had tliey remained in force even 
one year longer, illicit distilling would have been put down in Ireland; 
at the time oi the repeal the laws were beginning to be well understood 

“ throughout 
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“ throughout this country and to iiave their effect. Vast sums would 
“ have been saved to the revenue by tlieir having continued in force. 

“ At loot I have made the return for your county, whicii you desire. 

“ 1 have the honour to remain, 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ Your sincere humble Servant, 
(Signed) Benjamin Aiky. 

'' In the year - - - jSit — Thirteen Cases found. 

“ — . - - - igi2 — Eight. 

“ At Lent Assizes - i8i^ — Three Cases found. 

- - - - - - - - - One ignored. 

“ N. B. In most of the Cases brought to Trial, convictions followed. 
Addressed to 

“ Gustavus Rochfort, Esrj. M. P. 

“ &c. &c. &c. 

“ 3 $, Suffolk Street, London.'’ 



Henry John Clemenls, Esquire, a Member of the House, Examined. 

Henry J. (Uementi, . DOES illicit distillation prevail much in the county of Leitrim, which you repre- 
Esq. sent? — Very much. 

' ' Has the increase been considerable within the last two years ? — I think it has. 

Has it extended much since the discontinuance of the law which imposed fines on 
townlands ? — It certainly has. 

. Is it your opinion that the re-enactment of the principle of that law, under certain 
modifications, would be advisable? — It is the only measure in my mind that can put 
a stop to it. 

Is that the general feeling of the gentlemen of your county: — Certainly j it was at 
the last Assizes. 

Was it so expressed at the last Assizes? — It was, and particularly by one gentle- 
man, who is a revenue officer, Mr, V'alden. 



Edmund Alexander M‘ Xaghten, Esquire, a Member of the House, Examined. 
E.A.’M^Nughten, think that the re-enactment of the law imposing penalties on the nelgh- 

Esq. bourhood of those places \vhere private distillery may be detected, would tend to 
‘ V' 'suppress private distillation in the north of Ireland? — I have no doubt about it, pro- 

vided tlie law is vigorously and decidedly carried into execution; it is not only my 
opinion, but the opinion of many intelligent persons with whotn I have conversed 
upon that subject; but then I think, that in order to insure the concurrence of those 
persons best able to assist in the executive government, that it will be necessary to 
encourage the small sli'ls, for without the encouragement of small stills they cannot 
find a market for the sale of their grain. 

Are you of opinion that a measure for the encouragement of small stills could be 
in any way effectual, without it was accompanied by the law imposing the fine on 
townlands? — Ido not think it would, because the private distillers would always 
undersell the others. 



IVWiam Iloare Hume, Esquire, a Member of tlie House, Examined. 



DOES private distillation prevail much in the county you represent? — Not so 
much now as it did before the law for fining townlands; it prevailed greatly at that 
time ; there were many private stills in the town ; there were three in tfjc barony, 
near myself: the townlands were fined, and from that day to this I never heard of 
one in that barony, nor more thiui one in the whole county, since those fines were 
levied. 

The private distillery ha.s not increased in your county of late years?— No; the 
fines were laid on, and the people were afraid to proceed. 

Have they not resumed since?— 1 have heard but of one, which is a very 
extensive one, which supplies ail the towns through the county ; it is carried on by 
a company. 

Do you think that the re-enactment of the law fining tow nlands, would be objected 
to in your county? — No, certainly not. 



[The 
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[The following PAPERS were delivered in, and read.] 

Honourable Sirs, 

I N obedience to your order, 1 lay before you my general .return of all the pro- 
secutions for illicit distillation throughout Ireland in the last Spring Circuits ; by 
which it appears, that one' thousand one hundred and twenty-one persons have been 
indicted, of which number, three hundred and twenty-three have been ibund guilty; 
the certificates of whose convictions, from the several clerks of the Crown, I also lay 
before you: one hundred and ninety-three persons have been acquitted; bills of 
indictment against sixty-five persons have been ignored; the recognizances of twenty- 
one have been estreated ; and Reiich warrants have issued against the remaining 
number, who have not been arrested. 

From having personally attended the principal circuit towns, I am enabled to inform 
3’our Honours, that the system adopted (after so much consideration by the Board 
for the suppression of this illicit trade) has been fully acted upon by your respective 
officers, who appear to me well chosen for that purpose; and who, in my judgment, 

I have, with very few exceptions, done their duty with zeal and propriety; notwith- 

' standing which, I humbly submit that such exertions and prosecutions do not appear 

to have the desired effect. 

Illicit distillation has rather increased than diminished ; its practice is now generally 
carried on in the daytime, in places difficult of access, and where the parties, by 
‘ their messengers, have early notice of the approach of the officers and army, and 

I tliereby enabled to remove the utensils, and escape before a possibility of seizure or 

arrest can be made. 

I have also to inform your Honours, that the great majority of tliose prosecuted 
are of the lowest description of persons, unable to pay any penalty, and with whom 
confinement appears not to operate as a punishment. 

Submitted by George Pentlands, 27th April 1813. 



ABSTR.^CT of the several PROSECUTIONS throughout Ireland for ILLICIT DISTILLATION; 
Spring Assizes, 1813. 



CIRCUIT. 


COUNTY. 


Number ] 
of Perioiit 1 

guilly. 


Number 
of Perwiis 
acquitted. 


of Persons 
again St 
wliom Bids 
ignored, 


Number 
of Persons 
against 

Beiicli 

WartaiiU 


Nnmber 
of Persons 

Recogniaances 

eslteated. 


Total 
Number 
of Persons 
indicted 

County. 


North West - - 


Longford ... 


6 


7 


0 


8 


0 


21 




Cavan - - - 


71 


11 


2 




8 


i 8 o 




Fermanagh - - 


4 


37 


9 


32 : 


0 


82 




lyrone ... 


.‘>0 


7 






0 






Donegal - . - , 


]6 


23 




9 » ' 


0 






Derry . - _ 1 


15 




8 




0 




North East - - 


Louth ... I 


12 




r. 










Monaghan . -'I 


30 


33 












Armagh - . | 


10 




2 




0 ; 






Antrim - . . ' 


2 


3 






0 






Down - - - 


, 












Connaught - - 


Roscommon - - 


10 


6 




18 


1 






Leitrim ... 


7 


4 


0 


44 










31 


9 


2 


64 








Mayo - - . , 


27 


9 


- . - 




- - . ' 






Cialway - - - 


1 








] 




Munster - - - 


I'.nnis .... 


8 


12 












Limerick - - 


6 














Kerry - - . 






















Cork - - . - 


1 


2 


- . _ 




. . 


g 


Home - - - - 


Meath - - - 


12 














West Meath - - 


1 










4 




King’s County - 


. - . 


- - . 


. . . : 










Queen's County- 


— 


— 













Carlow - - - ■ 


— 


— ! 














Kildare - . - 




2 




1 






Leinster ... 


Wicklow - - - 













_ 






Wexford - - - 


1 


- - _ 1 


... 


_ 








Waterford - - 


— 




— 













Tipperary - - 


... 


... 


... 


10 


- - _ 






Kilkenny - - 


— 


~ 


— 


■" ! 


— 






Totai ... 


323 


293 1 


65 


519 


21 


1.121 



269. F A KETURN 
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RETURN nftlift Number of Gallons of Spirits, and Amount of Duty thereon, as required 
bv the Distillery Act of 52 Geo. III. fiom Stills of 100 Gallons content and under, in the 
Vi'eeR and Month respectively, as directed by the Committee of the House of Comnions on 
Irish Distillation. 



Gallons of Spirits chargeable. 



Dulj at 5i. Britiili, per Gallon. 



Content of Stilti iu Gallonj. 



Weekly. 



Monthly. 



Montlily. 



Ninetv 



Irish Exchequer Office, 
SistMay 1813. 



Beresford Loteft, 

Inspector General of Excise and Taxes. 



Buacd, 
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Board, although I am aware that he is not always tiic owner of the still, but a man 
of good substance, afraid of detection, employing some poor wretch to carry on liis 
infamous trade ; yet the punishment which awaits them (if detected) may prevent 
tlieir engaging in the work. 

In my Report from Derry, in December 1810, I recommended that millers, who 
were found grinding illicit malt, should be put under some legislative conlronl, and 
stated the number of mills in the barony of Ennishowen which were employed 
for that purpose ; ^vhcrever private distillation is carried on, tlie same evil exists, 
though perhaps not quite to the same extent. 

1 have procured from the different revenue officers returns of all com mills in 
their separate walks, distineuishing such as are principally employed in grinding for 
private stills. By these returns, there arc 1 90 corn mills in the Cavan district ; the 
great majority of them occasionally grind illicit malt, but 40 are almost exclusively 
employed in that work. Tl»e usual quantity ground in the s’.naU mills, is two barrels 
of inait in 24 hours. It is therefore not difficult to calculate the number of gallons 
of spirits into w'hich this is converted. The miller is subjected to no penalty, the 
malt alone is liable to confiscation ; and there is scarce ever more than one barrel 
at a time in the mill, the rest being concealed till ready for grinding. 

I bad all the returns of still seizures for the month of Kovenfficr attested in my 
presence; and not only the revenue officers, who performed the services, but the 
constables and non-commissioned officers of the milihiry who accompanied them, 
were sworn, and minutely examined to every article in tlie return; all of which was 
done to my perfect satisfaction. 

This district is amply supplied with troops, except at Maguir's Bridge, where an 
officer and twenty men might be very advantageously employed. I have no doubt 
that, by the continued exeitions of Mr. Lovett, and the activity of many of the officers 
under him, and the facility of military aid. they will increase the difficulties of the 
private distiller, and render bis trade hazardous and unproductive. 

Eruin Cavan I proceeded to Enniskillen, and was there met by Mr. Roche, acting 
inspector general of the Sligo district. I am sorry it is not in my power to make 
tlie .same favourable report of the success attending the efforts for suppressing private 
distillation, in this district as in Cavan ; it has not, however, been occasioned by any 
want of exertion on the part of Mr. Roclie, or the majority of officers under him ; 
but he and thev have ha(l more obstacles to encounter. The extent of Lough Erne, 
filled with nmneroiis islands, in which the most extensive private distilleries are 
situated, and the watchful alarm raised upon the first appearance of any revenue 
party, render every attack doubtful. Nor have they been assisted with the same 
military aid ; as there are many places at which troops have been recommended to 
be stationed, and to which they have not yet been sent ; without them a revenue 
officer would not venture to make a seizure ; and in some parts of the country he 
would find it difficult to secure any seizure he had made, unless the military force 
accompanying him was strong, as he would be opposed by numbers well armed. 
Yet, under all tliese disadvantages, private distillation has met with some checkin 
the course of tlie last year. 

Fnim the few convictions at the Fermanagh Assizes against private distillers, 
tlkcy aie not equally intimidated from continuing their work as in the neighbouring 
district ; this was not occasioned by your officers neglecting to prosecute tlje offenders; 
but tlie feilure of convicting upon so many informations has, I tliiuk, much relaxed 
the efforts of the officers in that essential part of tbeir duty. Mr. .Janies Brett, 
surveyor, is almost the only one who perseveres in bringing informations for this 
ofience. As the collectors monthly office was held during my stay, I had an oppor- 
tunity of «5eiog all the officers of the survey, who necessarily attended on the 
occasion. AU the parties concerned In the returns of still seizures, underwent the 
same minute examination in my presence as at Cavan, and I was equally satisfied 
that the services sworn to had been performed; this practice I shall observe in the 
diSbrent places where still returns are attested. 

From Enniskillen I went to Ballyshannon ; there and in tlie adjacent country the 
})maie distiller Iwxl for some time exw'dsed his trade with little interruption ; as 
till the arrival of an efficient milkaiy force, the revenue officer had it not in his 
power to give bim much disturbance. But from the short period since the Armagh 
militia liave been quartered there, the greatest activity has prevailed amongst your 
officers ; many large seizures made, several prisoners apprehended, and’ intbrifcations 
sworn ag»nst the owners, of stillu who liave not yet been takeiv: great difficulties 

^69. arise 
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arise here in retaining prisoners after they arc taken. There is but one Ma;>istrate 
in the town, should he be absent, none are nearer than three miles; il tlic |»risuner 
is unable to procure hail, and a warrant be granted fur his coiniuitud, the county gaol 
is 31 miles distant, and no constable would hazard liis life by attem[iting to convey 
him to it ; under these circumstances prisoners are sometimes released. I had 
purposed recommending a military party being sent to the town of Donegal, but I 
understand they have alread)r been ordered. Since their removal froirj tiience in 
August last, private distillation has much increased in that ejuarter ; as soon as 
they return, I have no doubt, from the activity and good character of the officers 
stationed there, the still returns for tlie ensuing montli will prove the progress which 
has been made in suppressing it. The stills 1 saw in store here were of very large- 
dimensions, good, but made of tin. Tlie surveyor has no instrument to ascertain 
the strength of spirits seized, if the collector has none to spare ; om; should be sent 
from Dublin. Eiom the great delay w hich unavoidably arises from the si izure to the 
sale of spirits, and the consequent length of time betore die revenue officer receives 
tlie amount of his prize, I would suggest, that when any -pirits are seized and lodged 
in the King’s store, the strength should be asecitained iiy the surveyor upon oath, 
and if practicable, in the presence ot the collector or inspector general. The quantity 
and strength of' the spirits thus ascertained, should be certified, and a small share, 
in proportion to the probable value of tlje spirits, be advanced to the seizing officer; 
this would give him an early reward for his exertions, and also enable him to 
continue them, by supplying him with means of paying informers. Eight of the 
crew belonging to Captain Caldwell's boat are doing duty at Enniskillen, and only 
four remain with Ellis tlie deputy in the country, whose services with him are 
useless; I ordered them into Ballyshannon till the Board's opinion should be taken: 
it has been stated to me, that from their local know ledge of the country, they can 
be of "reat advantage in accompanving military parties. At Sligo I found much 
activity had been exerted by tiie officers ; but here also they have many disad- 
vantages to encounter in their operations against the distillers ; they must march a 
considerable distance before they arrive at the place of attack, and are so closely 
■watclied by persons employed for tliat purpose, that upon tlie first movement of the 
troops, the whole country through which they direct their course, is immediately 
alarmed ; but from the frequent visits of the revenue officers, . accompanied by 
military parties into those places most noted for private distillation, and some large 
seizures which have been lately made, the trade is much reduced, the price of illicit 
spirits considerably raised, and difficult to be procured : there is also an increased 
quantity of permitted spirits brought into the town. Tlie stills liere are of large 
dimensions, but mostly of tin ; those of copper are of small size. Although what 
I am now going to state, forms no [lart of the immediate object of my inspection, 
yet as it matorially concerns the whole of this Excise department, 1 think it my 
duty to represent it for vour consideration. From the great extent of districts since 
the Excise collection of Killybegs has been added to that of Sligo, it is impossible 
for the collector to discharge the necessary duties attached to his situation : He 

is obliged every month to hold an office at each of the following places, first at Ennis- 
killen, distant 32 miles; next Ballyshannon, 23 miles; Sligo, 20; Boyle, 20; and the 
same returning to Sligo ; making in the w hole a monthly circuit of 1 1 5 miles. These 
office days being fixed, and immedidtely following each other, to enable the collector 
to transmit bis monthly returns, according to the Board's regulations, he has not time 
to wait for any revenue trials, but must return again to Enniskillen or Ballyshannon, 
as offences committed against the revenue in the district of Killybegs cannot be 
tried in Sligo. At the last office at Enniskillen, 1 5 inlbnnalions were ready for 
trial, for which the collectors could not remain ; exclusive of the great expense at- 
tending these journies (as the collector is obliged to travel in a caniage, from the 
number of books necessarily accompanying-him) he is unable to attend to the many 
duties which present themselves at the seat of his collection, and which he is 
unavoidaldy compelled to leave to the management of others ; this of course must be 
attended with much hazard to himself, as well as to the revenue. Should you, upon 
considering this subject, be of opinion, that it would be advisable to recommend 
that these Excise collections should be divided, I think it could be accomplished 
•without any additional expense ; a small map 1 had made of these districts, will 
shew their extent. 

At Boyle I finished my inspection, and I am happy to have it in my power to 
give as favourable an account of the decrease of private distillation here, as at 

Cavan ; 
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Cavan; a very consideraijle quantity of legal spirits are brought by permit to places 
in the neighbourhood, where heretofore scarce any was sold ; and this quantity is 
increasing weekly. The price of illicit whiskey is much higher than in the preceding 
year, and difficult to he purchased. The men here also are beginning to be alarmed, 
and leave the working of private stills very often to the women. Much credit is 
due to Mr. Roache, for his unremitting activity in so frequently visiting the difterent 
pait.s of liis extensive districts, and by every possible exertion endeavouring to carry 
into effect the wishes and orders of tlie Board. 

I have had returns of the corn mills in the distidcts of Sligo and Killybegs ; and 
the proportionate number exclusively employed in grinding illicit malt, is greater than 
in the district of Cavan. 

I shall lay before you the names of such officers who, from age or bodily infirmi- 
ties, are incapable of performing the severe duty of still hunting ; I shall also state 
the places where troops may be advantageously stationed to assist the revenue 
officer. 

Upon the best ofjinion I can form of the system now pursuing, altliough final 
success may not follow, of totally suppressing private distillation, yet much good has 
already been derived from it, and more mav be reasonably expected ; when, by the 
continued exertions of the revenue ofliccr.s, the private distiller is repeatedly harassed 
and distressed by seizing and destroying the implements of iiis trade, and subjected 
to the personal danger which attends its continuance. Then the licensed distiller, 
upon a small scale, may meet him with every possible advantage, may be able to 
undersell him in the same market ; then we may expect that the system will be 
finally successful. AVith resfject to the expense whicli may have been incurred by 
this plan, if the quantity of legal spirits, sent by }>ermits into countries where scarce 
any legal spirits, before went, be examined, it will be fouml that llie duty arising 
therefrom will nearly balance any expense. 

But the great difficulty, which has attended all the efforts for suppressing tliis 
injurious traffic, lias been, the little assistance of those from whose situation in 
life another conduct might have been expected. Some infatuated policy has tempted 
many land owners to think that they received higlier rents for their lands, from the 
ready markets for grain afibrded by tlie private stills to their tenantry, and from 
such sordid motives have encouraged them ; wherever the more enligiitened landlord 
prohibits with any firmness this illicit trade upon his cjtute, he is certain of beini'f 
obeyed, and the happiest consequences follow. In those places where private dis- 
tillation is carried on to any great extent, the greatest wretchedness is unavoidabiv 
discovered. No industry, except in the prosecution of their Imzardous and pernicious 
trade; the men in a slate of'stu[)id or mad intoxication; the women but little 
better, and the children naked. 

I have the honour to lie. 

Gentlemen, 

\ our most obedient tiumhle servant. 

To the chief Commissioners (A Copy) iVilliam Gfcgcry. 

of Excise and Taxes, 

&c. &c. &c. 



Gentlemen', Derry, 1 yth December 1 S 1 o. 

1 HAVE deferred writing to you, until I could collect sufficient information upon 
the subject of Private Distillation, as might enable me to form an opinion of the 
extent to which it is carried on, and of the most probable means of suppressing it. 
I conceived the best method of ascertaining its extent was, going into that part of 
the country where the distilleries are most mmiei'ous, from being most remote fnnn 
any military stations; for this purpose I have made a circuit of tlie barony of 
Ennishoweu, accompanied by a gentleman of the countiy, who kindly undertook the 
journey to shew me the roads. Much as I had heard of tlie open manner in which 
this illicit traffic is conducted, vet tlic view of it astonished me. After leaving. 
Buncrannagh a few miles, and enlciing into the mountains, tlierc is scarce a village 
in which distillation is not earned on ; this continues without interruption to the 
extremity of the coast at Malin and Culdoft'; near to the latter place, 1 saw a vessel 
loading with spirits for Scotland ; there I met a gentleman of the neighbourhood, 
who is a Magistrate (as is also he who accompanied me) and our presence gave no 
269. G disturbance 
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tlistuibance to the people bringing down their spirits to be put on board: they 
tear no force but the military ; and that being the place where your officer Cuffeyj 
and the soldiers of the King’s county, were lately wounded, they are become more 
confident even in their opposition to them. Trom thence round tlje whole coast to 
the entrance of Lough Foyle, near Green Castle, the same lawless trade is carried on 
with equal publicity. I have consulted with tljose gentlemen to m horn I have been 
made known, as to the best means of stopping private distillation in Ennishowen ; 
and if once checked there, the attention of the Board may be directed to other parts 
of the country. I shall therefore give you niy opinion, founded upon tiie result of 
those inquiries, and the observations I have been able to make during the lime 
I have been here. M'itli the greatest military force, stationed as it is, I do not 
think any effectual impression can he made ; the party at Buncrannagh have 1 4 n)iles 
to iparch before they can arrive at that part of the country where the trade is mo.st 
briskly canned on; the troops from hence 22 nnlcs. As these imirches must be 
conducted during the night, ilsrough deep roads, the men are unfit for any active 
service when they arrive at the point of duty. Any set of men, as substitutes for 
.soldiers, would be totally useless. The private distillers are principally yeomen, well 
armed, and would immediately resist any force but the military, in wliich they 
would be joined by nearly the whole population of the country. 1 should therefore 
rccomnjcnd an officer and 40 men to be stationed either at Malin or Caldoff, 
where accommodation can be procured, and they are both only three miles froip 
Cam, a small market town. I should also advise a party of equal force at Green 
Castle, where accommodation can also be had. I tliink troops so placed would be 
sufficient for the interior of Ennishowen. Some few men stationed at Magilligan, 
where there is now a vacant house, would annoy the trade on tliat side of Lough 
Foyle. With, these forces on huid, and a revenue cruizer in Ixiugh Foyle, with 
Captain Smith of the Annesley cutter in Lough Swilly, 1 am sanguine in my 
expectations of so harassing these illicit tradei-s, that they would be compelled to 
relinquish their business. The revenue barge in Lough foyleis incompetent to the 
service. In this opinion I am fortified by the concurrence of the cdllector of the 
customs, and Captain Smith of the Annesley, two gentlemen from whom I have 
received much useful intormation, and who are ready to give their assistance in co- 
operatmg with the officers of excise; exclusive of the unfitness of the revenue barge 
in Lough Foyle for this service, I am credibly informed tiiat her crew are too much 
connected in the country. In the barony of Ennishowen are 23 com mills, which, 
are employed four days in the week at least in grinding malt for the use of illicit 
stills. I have directed the attention of the officers to the mills ; but they cannot 
venture to any distance without troops, and therefore can only inspect them whea 
out on other seizures. The necessity of placing millers under some check, to 
prevent their grinding malt for illicit purposes, may be worthy of legislative consi- 
deration. Barley is supplied from the neighbouring counties ; some across Loughs 
Swilly ami Foyle, and much through the city of Derry ; from Scotland the supply 
at present is but small, as they are apprehensive of loading their light vessels deeply 
at this season of the year ; but about the month of March, they draw from tljcnce 
great quantities, in exchange for spirits Should Government allow troops to be 
stationed at the places I have pointed out, and a revenue cruizer actively employed 
in each of the Loughs, much benefit would, in my mind, be the result. 1 he garrison 
of Derry, together with tlie excise officers of the town, might be sufficient (by 
patroling the environs) to prevent the entrance of spirits into this city. As tlie 
season advanced, could another cutter be spared to go round the headlands between 
Louifhs Foyle and Swilly, the trade with Scotland would be completely destroyed. 

Vv'ith b'oops stationed in these remote places, I have no doubt of receiving the 
assistance of the fc^v gentlemen who reside in the interior of Ennishowen, but who, 
by their distance from each other, and from military aid, arc unwilling to expose 
themselves to personal danger, where it could not be attended with any national 
benefit. 

Should such regulations be adopted, and tlie expected effects produced, I have 
reason to be satisfied a large public distillery would be establbhed in Deiry. 
A market would then be o[)encd for the sale of barley, and the cultivators of that 
"rain, finding the licensed distiller as good a customer as the smuggler, would be well 
pleased to bring their corn to him ; and many landlords, deluded with the idea tliat 
the high rents they receive are kept up by the consumplionof barley in private distil- 
leries. 
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lerks, wonld be equally gratified to find their incomes undiminished by their lectmtry 
selling in obedience to the larvs. 

I have tlie honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient humble servant, 

(A Copy.) IViUiam Gregory. 



Gf;nti.emev, 27 Novembet 1811. 

HAVIN<» inspected the districts of Londonderry and Straliane, I proceeded Id 
Coleraine, where I found Mr. Peniiefather, surveyor general, under your orders, 
instructing the collector, who is a newly appointed one in his duty ; this was very ne- 
cessary, as the collector had been negligently and improperly put in charge by anotlief 
surveyor general, who was sent to Coleraine for that purpose, upon the dismis.sal of 
the late collector. The present collector continued to employ the sanm clerk who 
managed all the late collector’s fraudulent transactions. This is one amongst many 
instances, to shew the necessity of collectors clerks being commissioned and placed 
under the controul of the chief Commissioners of Excise. I requested of the 
collector the dismissal of his clerk, which w'as immediately done ; had he refused td 
do so, I bad no power to compel him. The surveyor general at present, with the 
collector, had nearly regulated bis books when 1 arrived in the district, and when this 
is completed, from tiie very great attention of the collector, and his wish to leam his 
duty, and tlie progress he iias already made, I have every hope that there ^v^ll h'e nd 
cause of complaint a^unst liim upon any future occasion. 

Tins district is divided into four surveys, Coleraine, Ballycastlc, Kilrca and Larne ; 
annexed are depositions upon oath of the officers, and u com[>arativ6 view of the 
former and present stale of each survey, as to private distilling, from which it will 
ap))ear that the general state of the district is in a very favourable way; great exer- 
tiems have been made, and with good effect, to check the illicit manufacture of spirits; 
.Olid rite acting inspector general lias turned his attention to keeping the illicit aidicld 
out of the market, and succeeded to a considerable extent. The spirit retailers and 
grocers are kept in as good order as perhaps the present laws concerning them will 
admit of. 

The proof afforded from the state of this district, of the success of your exertions^ 
in the Londonderry district as well as in this, to injure the Ennishowen distillers, 
holds out a very satisfactory prospect for tlie general interest of the revenue; and 
upon the whole, I feel warranted in saving that if those exertions are persevered in 
with spirit, and some additional military force be stationed in this district, private 
distilling, as well as the intercourse \vith Ennishowen, will be completely put a 
stop to. 

Tile stations for military’ which I would recommend, in addition to those already 
approved of, are as follows : at Moneymore, to intercept private spirits carried 
tlirough that town, and to check the private distilling carried on in the mountains' 
■bordering on this district, and tlie districts of Armagh and Strabane ; at Toom, to’ 
intercept the Ennishowen whiskey on its way to Belfast, and to check private distilling 
in the islands of Loughley; at Gleiiarm, in the neighbourhood of which, private 
distilling ma}', from the remoteness of the situation, and the suppression of it in 
other places, become more prevalent than it is at present : there are no military sta- 
tioned nearer than 20 miles to Glenarm. In every case military should be in barracks, 
which I understand can be piociired, in this district, at nearly the same rate as the' 
allowance of billet money amounts to. 

A great quantity of smuggled tobacco gets into this district; but, as I observed’ 
in my Report upon the district of Londonderry, the revenue officers have no interest 
in the seizure of unmanufactured tobacco. 

The officers of tiie district are fit for the duty, and are closely kept to it by the. 
acting inspector general, who appeared to me to discharge his duty with zeal and 
fiilelity : annexed are remriis of their character, conduct, and abilities, from the 
collector and-inspectoT ^neral. 

I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your very faithful and obedient servant, 

Chief Commissioner? of (A Copy) Thomas O'Ddl. 

Excise and Taxes. 

269, _________________ 
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To the Right honourable tire Chancellor of the Exchequer for Ireland, ko.. &c. t^c. 

The ^Memorial of the Mayor, Brewers, and the other principal Inliabitants 
of the Town and ■ Neighbourhood of Drogheda, 
nimiblv sheweth, 

THAT Jleiiiorialists request the attenhon of Government to the present unprece- 
dented extent of illicit distillation, which is every day increasing to such an alarming 
degree, that Memorialists are of opinion, if Government shall not immediately take 
some strong and %vell concerted measures to put a stop to this illegal trafiic, it will 
])e a work of many years to suppress it, and efface tiie bad effects of that trade 
from the hahits of the people. 

•' That the mountainous nature of large tracts of Ireland affords facilities to private 
distillation ; and the natural disposition of the people in general, throughout these parts 
•of the coimtr}*, induce them to screen and to assist the persons guilty of that offence. 

That, from the manner in which the laws are framed, it is impossible for the 
excise officers to make such detections as to remedy or deter from the evil practice 
complained of; as Memorialists conceive that the laws are ratlier formed to create 
useless expense, and to encourage, than pre\’ent, tb.e fi'auds committed by private 
distillers ; so much so, that the profits of one brewing would indemnity them against 
tlie expense of detection, and of conqiensating the persons prosecuted, who are 
frequently hired to submit to tlie imprisonment, and the line, which is but lo/, 
that the principal may escape; And your Memorialists submit, that no measure 
can be so effectual to jirevent such frauds, as measures which would make it the 
interest of those adjacent to private distilleries to give information against tliem, 
and prevent their illegal trade, liy fastening the consequences of detection on the 
principal parties, and nol, as at present, on their poor hired instruments. 

Tiiat the fines on the townlauds had tlie desired effect of nearly suppressing 
private distillation, as, at the time that salutary law was repealed, .Uiere was not 
then at work one tenth of the number of private distilleries that were in use when 
that law was enacted ■, and the first disagreeable effects .of the iaw'S had nearly 
subsided, when it was lepealed. 

That the quantity of grain used at present in the private distilleries must be 
enormous, and from which more than two thirds of the real produce iii spirit 
cannot bo extracted, owing to the ignorance of some, and the want of the necessary 
utensils by others, besides the total loss of wash and grains; and that the loss to 
tlie community, by the total destruction of so great a portion of provisions, and to the 
Crown, in point of revenue,- ought to be deemed far greater than has been calculated. 

Memorialists tlierefore lieg leave to recommend to Goveramciit, the re-enactment 
of the fine upon the townlauds, as the most etfectual means of preventing the 
offence, and correcting the evils complained of ; and that the seizing officer should 
be allowed a greater proportion of the fines, and a more summary mode of recovering 
them, in order to excite the exertions of tlic officer in making detections of jirivate 
distilleries. Your Memorialists also beg leave to recommend, that no licence for 
selling spirits should be granted but at a CJcneral Quarter Sessions, and nhilst the 
Crown business is going on, as the Bench of Magistrates is usually well filled at such 
a time; and that tlie person taking out the licence should swear, tliat he will not 
receive or allow to be received at -his stores or shop, or sell at any place, any unli- 
censed spirits, under pain of being prosecuted for perjury, and that he shall give 
bond in a penalty to be forfeited on detection. By such a law, Memorialists con- 
ceive the smuggler would be deterred from bringing unlicensed spirits to retailers, 
and the retailer would be deterred from fraud by the dread of apfiearing as a perjured 
criminal before the same Court in which he took that solemn oath. 

And your Memorialists will pray. 



B.aJphSviith,]\iv\\ov, Jlayorof Drogheda. 
A. Brahazou, Collector. 

Rklv^ junior, Brewer, Navan. 

J.au. Dclanp, Navan. 

James Gcnioii, Brewer, Drogheda. 
Smith & Smptli, Drogheda. 

Jif Li’laud, Drogheda. 

Ctco. Dchilu/ile, Drogheda. 

Peter Jluntou, Droglieda. 

Burton Taiidij, Drogheda. 



Roger ITamiU, Drogheda. 

Chadra'ick & Blundell, Drogheda. 

Fat. Barren, Drogheda. 

James La-ry, Drogheda. 

John McCann, Brewer, Drogheda. 

John Gilbert, Baibriggan. 

B. Balfour, Sc Co. Stone Mills. 

■Eckcard Hardmans & Son, Drogheda. 
Thotnas Finegan, Drogheda, Brewer. 

Osborne's 
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Osborne’s Hotel, Atlclphi, London, 21 May, 1813. 

Sir, 

HAVING seen by the proceedings of last night in the House of Commons, that 
vou intend to brln<» ''under tlic consideration ot the House, the etfect which the 
repeal of the Vmv/on tlie townlands has had on private distillation, I beg leave to 
have the honour of stating to you, tlmt having been on duty last year for six months, 
in the counties of Donegal and Sligo, wliere there are an incalculable number ot 
private distilleries. I made it my business to make general enquiries on the subject 
from the Excise officers in those districts ; and they all coincided m opinion,^' 

' prh-ate dhtilbtion mdd VLX.r be put dexen except bp ujine on the townkud ; and 
that tlie present svstem (which I understand is attended with enormous expense to 
the Crown) haa at nmt onhj the efcct of keeping it ui check. I could find from 
the most intelligent and in'ust active Excise officers, ‘ tliat a fine of 15/. on the 
‘ townlund ^^’ould be sufficient, tlie whole to go to the seizing officer, subject to 
‘ his payin;f the expense attendant on his bringing out a party of the miluaiy. 
This information I collected with a view of submitting it to your consideration. 1 
have the honour to be, Sir, with great respect, 

Your most obedient servant, 

D'Arcy Mahon. 

To the Right hon. William Fitzgerald, 

&c. &c. See. 



Belfast, 12 May 1813. 

To the Right honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer for Ireland. 

Sir, 

AT a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce, the enclosed Memorial having 
been laid before the meeting, 

Resolved “unanimously, 

That the same meets with, our fullest approbation. 

(Signed by order.) 

Robert Bradshaxe, 

Addressed Pies' of the Chamber of Commerce. 

To the Right hon. W. Fitzgerald, M. P. 

London. 

To the Right honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer for Ireland, &c. &c. &c. 

Sir, 

OBSERVING from the public reports of the proceedings in the House of Com- 
mons, that some more effectual measures than those at present in operation, arc 
about to be adopted, for the purpose of suppressing illicit distillation in tliis country ; 
the undersigned merchants, spirit dealers and brewers, in the town of Belfast, lieg 
leave most respectfully to suggest to you such ideas as occur to them on the subject, 
a subject of the utmost importance to the inhabitants, of tiiis part of Ireland, 
whether considered in a moral or political point of view. 

That the practice, of illicit distillation to a most unprecedented extent, is now 
carried on in this country, but particularly in this and some of the adjoining counties, 
you are no doubt sufficiently informed, and the undersigned have to complain of it 
as a grievance of the most serious nature. The immense quantities of illicit spirits 
at present consumed in this town and neighbourhood, having so far limited the con- 
sumption of such spirits as pay His Majesty’s duties, that the brewing and spirit 
trades do not afford a livelihood to the one half of those who follow them. Indeed 
such is the supply of illicit spirits in this part of the country, that although it is now 
. more than twelve months since distillation from grain was prohibited, there is still a 
quantity of corn spirits in Belfast unconsumed. 
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Amongst the various experiments which have from time to time been iiad recourse 
to, for the purpose of suppressing illicit distillation in Ireland, tlie undersigned beg 
leave respectfully to state, that from the undeniable good effects wliicli it produced 
in this part of Ireland, none appeared to them to be half so well calculated to 
accomplish that desirable object as levying Fines off' the townlands where private 
stills were found; while that salutary law was in force, such was the check given 
to illicit distillation, that vast quantities of rum and corn spirits were permitted from 
Belfast into those districts wliere private distillation had most prevailed, and into 
which districts, long before that law was enacted as well as since it was repealed, 
scarcely a gallon of legally distilled spirits have found their way. 

There was no doubt a great outcry made against the impolicy and injustice of 
levying those fines, by some of the townlands which had been most heavily amerced ; 
but while the law provided, that in the event of any inhabitant of tlie townland 
giving the necessary information to detect the illegal distiller, such townland of 
course should be relieved from that fine, the inhabitants of such townlands had 
themselves alone to blame for the heavy penalties to which they were subjected; 
nor indeed until it again becomes every man's interest to detect and punish tlie 
illegal distiller, can it be expected that that illicit traffic will cease. 

Besides the late great defalcation in tlie revenue, owing to the very extensive 
practice of illicit distillation, not only a most serious loss is sustained by the 
community at large, from the injudicious use and excessive waste of gi'ain in the pro- 
cess of private distillalion, but the v\ash and grains (which in legal distilleries are 
converted to the most useful purposes) almost uniformly go to waste ; the gi-eat profits 
the private distiller obtains on the spirit abundantly compensating him for the loss 
of his wash and grains, which indeed, owing to the very nature of his trade, he has 
no means of saving. 

The law, too, causing the publicans to be sworn, previous to obtaining licence, 
not to buy or sell any contraband spirits, is also well calculated to check illicit distil- 
ladon; but that law the undersigned are sorry to say was but partially executed in 
most places, whilst in others it was entirely overlotjked ; and where such a law is 
partially executed, it operates very severely against those publicans who comply 
with the provisions of the statute, those who evade or break the law having the 
business exclusively to themselves ; and so long as contraband spirits (which in this 
country are generally preferred to any other) can be had in such abmutance, the fair 
dealer must stand idle, whilst the smuggler makes money ; he not only engrossing 
the entire public business, but also the supply of private families, few of which are 
not provided with a stock of their favourate Ennishaitcn. And thus tlie partial 
execution of a law, salutary in itself, operates as a bounty in favour of tlie smuggler, 
and must eventually crush the fair dealer. 

The undersigned being thus deeply interested in suppressing illicit distillation, and 
in freeing their fair trade from the ruinous interference of the private distiller, beg 
leave most respectfully to suggest : 

That the law imposing Fines on the townlands m here private stills are found, may 
be re-enacted ; and tfve more these fines arc ino'eased, tfiC more certainly v\ill they 
effect the total suppression of illicit distillation : 

That greater encouragement should be given to the excise officers for seizing 
illegal sialls, and greater facilities allowetl in the prosecution fur the recovery of the 
fines ; there being so many !^a! bars in the way of convictions, under the fonner 
law, that instead of benefiting liy the prosecutions, the officers w ere frequently subjected 
to heavy loss : And that tlie most effectual means he devised for jmnisliing the 

individuals detected in either distilling or conveying illicit spirits : 

Tliat provision be made for more effectually enforcing that part of the law where 
publicans are required to be sworn, and the possibility of evading a strict compliance 
with the statute in every instance prevented ; 

That punishments adequate to the offence, an<l such as may deter from the com- 
mission of ir, be inflicted on either public or private individuals detected in purchasing 
or having in their (lossession contraband spirits ; and that heavy fines be imposed on 
Mafistraies and ollicrs so offending, whose duty it is to maintain and enforce, not to 
violate the law. 

In 
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In fine, the undersigned are willing to express iheir firm confidence that such 
measures will now be adopted as will effectually strike at the root of the evil; and 
when the power of the law is once so effectually exercised as to prevent the manu- 
facture of contraband spirits, then and only then will the revenue and the fair dealer 
be protected from imiiositions, and only then will all the intricate and grievous oatlis 
and laws framed to prevent the cii-culation and consumption of contraband spirits 
become obsolete and void. 



Rob‘ & Alex' Gordon, • 
Berwick tc Ash, 

Craxvfords & Wallace, 
Tennent, Knox, & Co. 

E. Conner, 

Davison Sc Reford, 

Sam’ Sc And'" M‘ Clean, 

,ljf & Tho^ Cwminghani, 
Edmund Grange, 

Alex' Steimrt, 

JVili"' Napier, 

John Sc Ja‘ Benn, 

Sam’ Gibson Sc Co. 

Arthur Gamble, 
Montgomerys, Staples, Sc Co. 



Belfast i'2th May 1813. 
Robert Gamble, 

Rob‘ Lynn, 

John Heron, 

Rob' Gitty, 

James Cunningham & Co. 
Tennent & M' Connell, 
William M" Clean, 

Janies Johnson, 

John BUI, 

Bill Sc Dobbin, 

Crawford, Harrison, Sc Co, 
John Kennedy, jun'. 

Samuel Campbell Sc Co. 

Sam' Little, 



For Rob' Butt Lees, James Goddard, John Irwin 8 c Co. 



Campbell Sweeny, 

IV. fVhilla, 

John Vance, 

John M'Connell, 

Cunningham Greg, 

Thomas Bait, 

Gillies and Stockdale, 

W” Seed Sc Rob. Bailie, 

W"' M‘ Capir, 

HerP J. Fomb & Rob. Holmes, 
James Kennedy, 

Davison Moore & Co. 

Hugh IVilson & Sons, 

JcP Sc Rob' Mathews, 

Geo. Ijongley & Co. 



James T. Kennedy & Co. 
M' Gowan & Kane, 
Ma.vwell I.epper, 

Frait Huddleston, 

James Sc Robert Dunn, 
Martins, Harrison, Sc Co. 
Samuel Craig, 

H. Hurfy, 

Holmes & Barklie. 

John D. Cosgrove, 
Campbell Graham, 

Henry Rowan, 

Napier Sc Dunvill, 

Henry Holden, 

John Service. 



To the Right Honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer for Ireland, &c. &c. &c, 

The Memorial of the Brewers and other principal Inhabitants of Londonderry, 
Humbly sheweth, 

THAT Memorialists request the attention of Government to the present unpre- 
cedented extent of illicit distillation, which is every day increasing to such an alarming 
degree, that Memorialists are of opinion, if Government shall not immediately take 
some strong measures to put a stop to this illegal traffic, it will, in the end, ruin the 
public distiller, the brewer, and licensed maltster. 

That the mountainous nature of large tracts of Ireland affords facilities to private 
distillation, and the habits of the people in general throughout these parts of the 
country induce them to screen and to assist the persons guilty of that offence. 

That under the present law, it is impossible for the excise officers to follow up their 
detections, so as to put a stop to the evil complained of; and Memorialists humbly 
conceive, that the present regulations are calculated rather to produce emolument to 
the officers tlian prevent the frauds conunitted by private distillers, as in fact it is 
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made the interest of the excise ofiicers not to put a stop to private distillation ; for by 
so doing they lose at least three-fourths of their present income, the bounty now paid 
them amounting to that sum. 

That the Fines on the townlands had the effect of nearly suppressing private distil- 
lation ; lor at the time that salutary law was repealed, there was not then at work in 
this nei"hbourhood any thing like the number of private distilleries that were in use 
^vllcn that law was enacted, and the effects of its repeal lias caused the great increase 
of private distillation ; which is fully proved by the want of permitted Irish distilled 
spirits in this city, there not being now twenty gallons of legal distilled whiskey in the 
possession of the numerous retailers in this district ; nor lias there been almost any 
brought into this piWt of the country for three years back. 

That the consumption of grain (in proportion) used by private distillation is much 
greater than by the licensed distiller, is universally acknowledged ; the former not 
extracting more than two-thirds of the produce the grain should yield, beside the 
entire loss to the community of the wash and grains, which would yield them a consi- 
derable increase of animal food. But, to the Crown, the loss of revenue is tar beyond 
any thing Memorialists can form any calculation of; the consumption of private 
distilled spirits in the North of Ireland far exceeding any thing tlie Government are 
aware of. 



^Memorialists beg leave to suggest, that if the Fines were laid on the chattel pro- 
perty of the townlands and parishes, it would be much easier collected, and tnere 
would not be the same objection as when it is a judgment against the lands; it would 
also make those who are not concerned in distilling themselves, prevent their neigh- 
bours from doing so, lest they should suft'er for it ; and that a greater proportion of 
the fines should be allowed the seizing officer, and a more summary ujode of re- 
covery, in order to excite his exertions in making detections of private distilleries ; 
and that a clause should be enacted similar to one in a late Act of Parliament on this 
subject; viz. That if a person comes forward to prove the ofience not to have been 
committed in the townland alledged, he shall be obliged to prove where it was 
committed ; and that there shall in such case be a power of fining the townland so 
proved. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray. 

Londonderry, 2d June 1813. 



For respectability of signatures we beg to refer to Sir Geo. F. Hill, Bart. 



Samuel Lycr. 

W” Macky, 

Tho. (^’ fF. Davenport, 
John Nicholson. 

John Finlay. 

James M‘Crea. 

Sam, King. 

W” Laitham, Maltster. 
Robinson Buchanan, 7 
Maltsters & Brewers. 3 
James Smith <§’ Co. Brewers. 



John A. Smyth <§’ Co. 
Carey M‘CkUan. 

Geo. Haslctt. 

David Moore. 

Rky M'llwainc. 

And. Albatt. 

John Kelso, 
jj/'m J)yxart. 

Joseph M‘Clerry. 
David Catker, Brewer. 
John Lavens. 



Aw 
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As ACCO UNT of the Number of Private Siills, StiJ! Heads, Worms, Distilleries, Gallons of Potale, Sm„lm^s 
and Spirits, Barrels of Malt, and Number of Vessels Seized and Destroyed in Irelasd, in the years ended 
3lst December 1810, 18U, and 1812, distinguishing each year; with an Account of Expenses incurred and 
defrayed out of the Public Revenue of Ireland for such Seizures, during each of those years. 



1,203 

2,741 

2,549 



6,493 



882 

1,957 

1,822 



816 

1,788 

1,580 



DESTROYED. 



1,089 

6,588 

6,669 



14,346 



233,198 

936,742 

785,283 



SingUn 



14,152 

24,638 

17.565 



6,545 

7,823 

4,499 



Barrels of Mali. 



684 

2,532 

2,054 



1,607 

1,029 

1,463 



18,867 5,270 4.104! 25,662 69,372 



10,866 

8,384 



Vm«1s 
O cst toyed. 



6,432 12,437 



31,057 

25,878 



YEARS. 


Subsistence paid 
Military 
and 

CoQscables, 


REWARDS. 


TOTAL 
B X P E K S E. 


i 

To 

Military. 


To 

CoRstabies. 


To 

Rerenue Officers. 




C- *• 


£. t. d. 


£. J. 


£■ •• 


£■ .. i 


1810 - - - 1 


1,540 8 11^ 


5,007 9 — 


1 310 15 10| 


6,165 7 9 


13,024 1 7 


1811 - - - 


4,271 19 7 


19,942 18 1 


789 17 10| 


38,065 5 4 


63,070 — 10| 


1812 - - - 


5,219 3 10| 


19,540 4 6| 


836 12 Ilf 


27,449 7 3 


53,045 8 7f 


Totals - » 


11,031 12 5 


44,490 1 1 


1,937 6 Sf 


71,680 — 4 


129,139 11 1 



Office of Inspector General of Excise and Licenses of Ireland, 
Dublin Custom-house, 19tl> il“y 1813. 



IF” Swan, 

Insp^ Gen’ of Ireland. 



My Lords, 



Excise Office, Dublin, 22 May 1813. 



WE be<r leave to transmit to your Lordships, agreeably to your desire, signified by the Honourable 
Mr Cave'ndish’s letter of the iiih instant, an Account of the amount of Rewards and Expenses 
incurred bv the detection of private Distilleries, from the commencement of the system of Keward 
after the Repeal of the Fines on Townlands, to theaist December 1812; and to acquaint your Lordships, 
the further Return shall be furnished so soon as it can be made out. 

We have the honour to be. My Lords, 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

J. Manden. 

The Lord Commissioners of the Treasury, 'ihcry. 

&c. Sc. &c. 
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